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Dear Mr./Mrs. [Last Name],

We are writing to express our sincere interest in your expertise and knowledge in the field of Older People studies and oral health care. As you are aware, our team at Tabriz University of Medical Sciences is currently conducting a research study in this area, and we would be honored to have you as a participant.
The purpose of our study is to develop a framework for providing oral health services to older people, especially in middle and low-income countries where such services are lacking. Your valuable insights and opinions will be crucial in helping us achieve this goal.
Before making a decision about participating in our study, we kindly ask that you carefully review all of the information provided to you. This will provide you with a better understanding of the purpose, goals, and requirements of the research.











The study title:
Development of a framework for comprehensive oral health services provision to the Iranian older people

Study type: Multi-method (Qualitative and Quantitative)

Goal:
The older people, as a group of people whose population is increasing continuously, need special attention in the field of OH. In these years, most OH improvement frameworks are developed for a specific population, i.e. pregnant women and children, and the prevention of oral and dental diseases in the older people has received less attention. Due to the lack of a comprehensive framework on OH care for the older people, this study aims to design an effective framework to provide Comprehensive Oral Health Services (COHS) to improve the OH of the Iranian older people.

Why have I been selected?
You have been selected because of your extensive experience and knowledge in the field of geriatric studies.

Who will benefit from the results of this study?
· Older people: The older people community is the primary beneficiary of The Comprehensive Oral Health Service providing (COHS) Framework. With the implementation of COHS Framework, they will benefit from increased access to high-quality services.
· Dental community: COHS Framework can serve as a practical guide for dentists at different levels.
· Health system: The implementation of the COHS Framework will reduce costs and provide higher-quality and more effective services, while also improving the monitoring of service implementation.
· Society as a whole: Better and higher-quality services benefit society as a whole. For example, families who struggle with the costs of caring for elderly relatives can benefit, as can individuals who may leave the workforce to care for their elderly parents, but could otherwise contribute to society as productive members.
· Policymakers: A concrete framework for providing oral health services can assist policymakers and health system managers in making decisions to reduce costs and improve service quality.

Will there be any risk or possible side effects?
No

Will my participation in this study remain confidential?
Rest assured that your participation in this study will remain completely confidential. To protect your privacy, an identification number or code will be assigned to each participant during the study, and all data will remain anonymous. The data will be processed in accordance with data privacy regulations in Iran, which guarantee your privacy

What should I do if I want to participate?
If you decide to participate in this study, you will need to complete and return the informed consent. Please keep this information sheet for your records. You have the right to withdraw from the study at any time without providing a reason.


The role of the participant in the research:
In this study, we will invite you to participate in one or more semi-structured interview sessions. During these sessions, you will have the opportunity to share your experiences and views with the researchers

If you have any questions or would like more information, please contact [phone number: 09370657754 or Email: s.azami.a90@gmail.com].
Thank you

Interview question:
1.How would you assess the current status of oral health services for older people, including their strengths, weaknesses, and challenges?
2.What would be your suggested structure and process for providing oral health services to older people at different levels of service provision within Iran's health system (levels one, two, and three)?
3.In your opinion, what specific oral health services should be defined and provided for older people at each level of service provision in Iran's health system (levels one, two, and three)?
4.How would you recommend the composition of human resources providing oral health services to older people at different levels of service provision (levels one, two, and three)?
5.What methods of financing oral health services would you propose?
6.How would you suggest quality and quantity control and evaluation processes for providing oral health services to older people at different levels of service provision (levels one, two, and three)?
7.In your opinion, what organizations, such as government organizations, charities, non-governmental organizations, etc., can contribute to improving the oral health of older people, and how could they do so?
