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Study Title:   Voices from the ICU: A qualitative study of healthcare providers’ decision-making experiences during the provision of life-sustaining treatment in intensive care units of public and private referral hospitals in Uganda
	Facility 
	

	Date of Interview
	

	Interviewer’s name
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	Participant ID No. 
	

	Sex of respondent
	



Characteristics of respondent
Q1. I would like to learn about your background 
i. What is your position in this unit (In what capacity are you serving in the ICU)?   
ii. What were you trained in (What is your field of specialization)?
iii. Have you undertaken any continuing medical education? (Probe what course, its duration and qualification obtained)
iv. How long have you served in the ICU? (Probe for number of years or when the respondent joined the ICU)
v. How old are you?
vi. What is your religion?
Decision making experience/practices regarding decision making on use of LST
1) How many times have you been involved in making decisions about use of Life-Sustaining Treatment (LST) in your unit this week? Month? Year (respond may give an annual estimated number of times per week, per month and per year) 

2) Can you tell me about a particular situation/circumstances when you had to consider decision to withdraw or withhold LST for a patient?
3) When the situation arises for making decisions about use of LST in your unit, who participates in the process? (Probe about the responsible office, roles played by intensivists and other Healthcare providers, and whether the patient’s caretakers and/or surrogates participate in the process) 

4) Please take me through the process of decision making with regards to LST in this hospital? 

5) If there is any written policy that you rely on to administer LST, what does it say on withholding or withdrawing of LST? 

6) What ethical issues have you witnessed or experienced concerning decision making on use of LST in your unit? (probe about the patients’ advanced directives, possibility of medical law suits)
7) What safeguards does your unit have against any professional misconduct and possible legal litigations? (Probe about availability and functionality of ethics committee, etc.) 
[bookmark: _Toc77229513][bookmark: _GoBack]Factors influencing decisions to withdraw or withhold life-sustaining treatment
8) What are the factors you consider when making the decisions in administering LST? (Probe about: hospital related, patient-related and other factors interacting with the decision to withdraw or withhold LST.)
9) What other information do you deem important for me to know regarding decision making on life-sustaining treatment that we may have not discussed about? 
Thanks for your time and valuable contributions.

