Table S1. Sensitivity analysis: 21-day standard-dose steroid treatment and risk of outcomes after excluding patients with chronic pulmonary disease
	
Exposure
	Model 1 a
	
	Model 2 b
	
	Model 3 c

	
	HR (95% CI)
	P-value
	
	HR (95% CI)
	P-value
	
	HR (95% CI)
	P-value

	28-day mortality
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	21-day standard-dose steroid (n=47)
	0.679(0.364-1.269)
	0.226
	
	0.619(0.323-1.187)
	0.149
	
	0.519(0.259-1.039)
	0.064

	Low-dose steroid (n=53)
	1.00 (reference)
	
	
	1.00 (reference)
	
	
	1.00 (reference)
	

	60-day mortality
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	21-day standard-dose steroid (n=47)
	0.590(0.336-1.034)
	0.065
	
	0.555(0.304-1.013)
	0.055
	
	0.429 (0.233–0.791)
	0.007

	Low-dose steroid (n=53)
	1.00 (reference)
	
	
	1.00 (reference)
	
	
	1.00 (reference)
	


[bookmark: OLE_LINK2]Data are presented as HR (95% CI) and P values. aModel 1 was adjusted for age, gender, BMI; bModel 2 was adjusted for the factors in Model 1 and Murry score, APACHEII score, and SOFA score; cModel 3 was adjusted for the factors in Model 2 and albumin, LDH, PFR, CD4+T cell, bacterial infection, and mechanical ventilation









Table S2. Sensitivity analysis: 21-day standard-dose steroid treatment and risk of outcomes after excluding patients with an interval of more than 14 days
	
Exposure
	Model 1 a
	
	Model 2 b
	
	Model 3 c

	
	HR (95% CI)
	P-value
	
	HR (95% CI)
	P-value
	
	HR (95% CI)
	P-value

	28-day mortality
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	21-day standard-dose steroid (n=32)
	0.753(0.357-1.589)
	0.456
	
	0.661(0.303-1.439)
	0.296
	
	0.474(0.197-1.140)
	0.095

	Low-dose steroid (n=35)
	Reference
	
	
	Reference
	
	
	Reference
	

	60-day mortality
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	21-day standard-dose steroid (n=32)
	0.750(0.370-1.521)
	0.426
	
	0.655(0.312-1.378)
	0.265
	
	0.378(0.161-0.885)
	0.025

	Low-dose steroid (n=35)
	Reference
	
	
	Reference
	
	
	Reference
	


Data are presented as HR (95% CI) and P values. aModel 1 was adjusted for age, gender, BMI; bModel 2 was adjusted for the factors in Model 1 and Murry score, APACHEII score, and SOFA score; cModel 3 was adjusted for the factors in Model 2 and albumin, LDH, PFR, CD4+T cell, bacterial infection, and mechanical ventilation




