[Jul 15th , 2020]

Professor Enrique Fisman 
Editor-in-Chief
Cardiovascular Diabetology

Dear Editor:

[bookmark: _Hlk16068075]We wish to submit an original article for publication in Cardiovascular Drugs and Therapy, titled “A Novel Risk Scoring Tool to Predict Saphenous Vein Graft Occlusion in patients with type 2 diabetes mellitus after Cardiac Artery Bypass Graft Surgery” The paper was coauthored by Yujing Cheng, Xiaoteng Ma, Yingxin Zhao, Yan Sun, Dai Zhang, Qi Zhao, Yingkai Xu.

This study aimed to develop a predictive risk score for saphenous vein graft (SVG) occlusion in type 2 diabetes mellitus(T2DM) patients after coronary artery bypass grafting (CABG). We developed a comprehensive prediction model for late SVG occlusion based on a large cohort of CABG patients. The risk score had a good capacity for risk stratification, with a modest underestimation of SVG occlusion for low risk patients and a relatively precise prediction among high risk patients. The scoring tool is an 11-variable risk scoring system that can independently predict late SVG occlusion in T2DM patients and be used to improve clinical management by identifying high-risk patients and informing surgical strategy. We believe that our study makes a significant contribution to the literature because a standardized risk scoring system for late SVG occlusion has not been established yet.

As your journal publishes high-quality papers relating to the development of cardiovascular disease and diabetes, we believe that the findings of this study are relevant to the scope of your journal and will be of interest to its readership.

This manuscript has not been published or presented elsewhere in part or in entirety and is not under consideration by another journal. All study participants provided informed consent, and the study design was approved by the appropriate ethics review board. We have read and understood your journal’s policies, and we believe that neither the manuscript nor the study violates any of these. There are no conflicts of interest to declare.

Thank you for your consideration. We look forward to hearing from you.
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