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Table S1. The search strings used for the literature search on PubMed
	Tag
	Search objectives
	Search terms

	#1
	To search for literature published concerning Rwanda
	Rwanda[Title/Abstract]

	#2
	To search for literature published concerning cleft
	cleft*[Title/Abstract]

	#3
	To search for literature published concerning orofacial region
	((((((((oral[Title/Abstract]) OR (dental[Title/Abstract])) OR (mouth[Title/Abstract])) OR (lip[Title/Abstract])) OR (labial[Title/Abstract])) OR (palat*[Title/Abstract])) OR (orofacial[Title/Abstract])) OR (facial[Title/Abstract])) OR (face[Title/Abstract])

	#4
	To search for literature published concerning a combination of the above areas
	((#1) AND (#2)) AND (#3)



















Table S2. The search strings used for the literature search on SCOPUS
	Tag
	Search objectives
	Search terms

	#1
	To search for literature published concerning Rwanda
	TITLE-ABS-KEY ( rwanda )

	#2
	To search for literature published concerning cleft
	TITLE-ABS-KEY ( cleft* )

	#3
	To search for literature published concerning orofacial region
	( TITLE-ABS-KEY ( oral ) OR TITLE-ABS-KEY ( dental ) OR TITLE-ABS-KEY ( mouth ) OR TITLE-ABS-KEY ( lip ) OR TITLE-ABS-KEY ( labial ) OR TITLE-ABS-KEY ( palat* ) OR TITLE-ABS-KEY ( orofacial ) OR TITLE-ABS-KEY ( facial ) OR TITLE-ABS-KEY ( face ) )

	#4
	To search for literature published concerning a combination of the above areas
	( TITLE-ABS-KEY ( rwanda ) ) AND ( TITLE-ABS-KEY ( cleft* ) ) AND ( ( TITLE-ABS-KEY ( oral ) OR TITLE-ABS-KEY ( dental ) OR TITLE-ABS-KEY ( mouth ) OR TITLE-ABS-KEY ( lip ) OR TITLE-ABS-KEY ( labial ) OR TITLE-ABS-KEY ( palat* ) OR TITLE-ABS-KEY ( orofacial ) OR TITLE-ABS-KEY ( facial ) OR TITLE-ABS-KEY ( face ) ) )



















Table S3. The search strings used for the literature search on APA PsycArticles, APA PsycTests, PsycINFO, Child Development & Adolescent Studies, CINAHL Ultimate, Dentistry & Oral Sciences Source, AMED – The Allied and Complementary Medicine Database, Psychology and Behavioral Sciences Collection, and SPORTDiscus with Full Text databases (using EBSCOHost interface)
	Tag
	Search objectives
	Search terms

	S1
	To search for literature published concerning Rwanda
	AB Rwanda

	S2
	To search for literature published concerning cleft
	AB cleft*

	S3
	To search for literature published concerning orofacial region
	AB Oral OR AB dental OR AB mouth OR AB lip OR AB labial OR AB palate OR AB orofacial OR AB facial OR AB face

	S4
	To search for literature published concerning a combination of the above areas
	S1 AND S2 AND S3




















Table S4. The search strings used for the literature search on Google Scholar
	Tag
	Search objectives
	Search terms

	S1
	To search for literature published concerning Rwanda
	Rwanda

	S2
	To search for literature published concerning cleft
	cleft

	S3
	To search for literature published concerning orofacial region
	Oral OR dental OR mouth OR lip OR labial OR palate OR orofacial OR facial OR face

	S4
	To search for literature published concerning a combination of the above areas
	(Rwanda) AND (cleft) AND (Oral OR dental OR mouth OR lip OR labial OR palate OR orofacial OR facial OR face)




Table S5. List of literature considered for full text screening
	No.
	
	Include
	Exclude (with reasons)

	1
	Maine RG, Linden AF, Riviello R, Kamanzi E, Mody GN, Ntakiyiruta G, Kansayisa G, Ntaganda E, Niyonkuru F, Mubiligi JM, Mpunga T, Meara JG, Hedt-Gauthier BL. Prevalence of Untreated Surgical Conditions in Rural Rwanda: A Population-Based Cross-sectional Study in Burera District. JAMA Surg. 2017 Dec 20;152(12):e174013. doi: 10.1001/jamasurg.2017.4013. Epub 2017 Dec 20. PMID: 29071335; PMCID: PMC5831432.
	Yes
	

	2
	Linden AF, Maine R, Hedt-Gauthier BL, Kamanzi E, Mody G, Ntakiyiruta G, Kansayisa G, Ntaganda E, Niyonkuru F, Mubiligi J, Mpunga T, Meara JG, Riviello R. Epidemiology of untreated non-obstetric surgical disease in Burera District, Rwanda: a cross-sectional survey. Lancet. 2015 Apr 27;385 Suppl 2:S9. doi: 10.1016/S0140-6736(15)60804-2. Epub 2015 Apr 26. PMID: 26313111.
	Yes 
	

	3
	Linden AF, Maine R, Hedt-Gauthier BL, Kamanzi E, Mody G, Ntakiyiruta G, Kansayisa G, Ntaganda E, Niyonkuru F, Mubiligi J, Mpunga T, Meara JG, Riviello R. Validation of a community-based survey assessing non-obstetric surgical conditions in Burera District, Rwanda. Lancet. 2015 Apr 27;385 Suppl 2:S8. doi: 10.1016/S0140-6736(15)60803-0. Epub 2015 Apr 26. PMID: 26313110.
	Yes 
	

	4
	Bayitondere S, Biziyaremye F, Kirk CM, Magge H, Hann K, Wilson K, Mutaganzwa C, Ngabireyimana E, Nkikabahizi F, Shema E, Tugizimana DB, Miller AC. Assessing retention in care after 12 months of the Pediatric Development Clinic implementation in rural Rwanda: a retrospective cohort study. BMC Pediatr. 2018 Feb 16;18(1):65. doi: 10.1186/s12887-018-1007-0. PMID: 29452576; PMCID: PMC5815233.
	Yes 
	

	5
	Mumena CH, Ingabire EH, Hakizimana JB, Rukumbura T, Mugisha F, Musoni CN, Nyinawumuntu B, Ondari B, Butali A. Epidemiology of orofacial clefts in Rwanda. Rwanda Med J. 2020;77(4):8-13.
	Yes 
	

	6
	Munabi NC, Durnwald L, Nagengast ES, Ntirenganya F, Magee III WP. Long-Term impact of a Mission-Based surgical training rotation on plastic surgery capacity building in Rwanda. J Surg Educ 2020;77(1):24-130.
	Yes 
	

	7
	Conway JC, Taub PJ, Kling R, Oberoi K, Doucette J, Jabs EW. Ten-year experience of more than 35,000 orofacial clefts in Africa. BMC Pediatr. 2015 Feb 14;15:8. doi: 10.1186/s12887-015-0328-5. PMID: 25884320; PMCID: PMC4342189.
	
	Yes (Wrong study outcomes)

	8
	Belachew FK, Gerbu DG, Woldesenbet EB, Abay ES, Maswime S, Eshete M. Clinical profiles of individuals with orofacial clefts: Results from fourteen Eastern African countries. Global Pediatrics. 2023 Sep 1;5:100067.
	Yes 
	

	9
	Baigorri M, Crowley CJ, Sommer CL, Moya-Galé G. Barriers and Resources to Cleft Lip and Palate Speech Services Globally: A Descriptive Study. J Craniofac Surg. 2021 Nov-Dec 01;32(8):2802-2807. doi: 10.1097/SCS.0000000000007988. PMID: 34320574; PMCID: PMC8549449.
	
	Yes (Wrong study outcomes)

	10
	Hamze H, Mengiste A, Carter J. The impact and cost-effectiveness of the Amref Health Africa-Smile Train Cleft Lip and Palate Surgical Repair Programme in Eastern and Central Africa. Pan Afr Med J. 2017 Sep 14;28:35. doi: 10.11604/pamj.2017.28.35.10344. PMID: 29184597; PMCID: PMC5697937.
	
	Yes (Wrong study outcomes)

	11
	Teteli R, Uwineza A, Butera Y, Hitayezu J, Murorunkwere S, Umurerwa L, Ndinkabandi J, Hellin AC, Jamar M, Caberg JH, Muganga N, Mucumbitsi J, Rusingiza EK, Mutesa L. Pattern of congenital heart diseases in Rwandan children with genetic defects. Pan Afr Med J. 2014 Sep 25;19:85. doi: 10.11604/pamj.2014.19.85.3428. PMID: 25722758; PMCID: PMC4335284.
	
	Yes (Wrong study outcomes)

	12
	Munabi NCO, Durnwald L, Nagengast E, Auslander A, Ntirenganya F, Magee WP 3rd. Pilot Evaluation of the Impact of a Mission-Based Surgical Training Rotation on the Plastic Surgery Skills and Competencies Development of General Surgery Residents in Rwanda. J Surg Educ. 2019 Nov-Dec;76(6):1579-1587. doi: 10.1016/j.jsurg.2019.05.001. Epub 2019 May 24. PMID: 31130506.
	Yes
	

	13
	Uwineza A, Caberg JH, Hitayezu J, Hellin AC, Jamar M, Dideberg V, Rusingiza EK, Bours V, Mutesa L. Array-CGH analysis in Rwandan patients presenting development delay/intellectual disability with multiple congenital anomalies. BMC Med Genet. 2014 Jul 12;15:79. doi: 10.1186/1471-2350-15-79. PMID: 25016475; PMCID: PMC4123504.
	
	Yes (Wrong study outcomes)

	14
	Mutesa L, Uwineza A, Hellin AC, Mambo Muvunyi C, Vanbellinghen JF, Umurerwa L, Muhorakeye C, Surwumwe JB, Nyundo M. A survey of genetic diseases in Rwanda. Rwanda Medical Journal. 2010;68(3):5-17.
	
	Yes (Wrong study outcomes)

	15
	Bradford J, Beck K, Nshimyiryo A, Wilson K, Mutaganzwa C, Havugarurema S, Ngamije P, Uwamahoro A, Kirk CM. Nutritional evaluation and growth of infants in a Rwandan neonatal follow-up clinic. Matern Child Nutr. 2020 Oct;16(4):e13026. doi: 10.1111/mcn.13026. Epub 2020 Jun 11. PMID: 32525271; PMCID: PMC7507011.
	
	Yes (Wrong study outcomes)

	16
	Rickard JL, Ntakiyiruta G, Chu KM. Identifying gaps in the surgical training curriculum in Rwanda through evaluation of operative activity at a teaching hospital. J Surg Educ. 2015 Jul-Aug;72(4):e73-81. doi: 10.1016/j.jsurg.2015.01.013. Epub 2015 Apr 7. PMID: 25857213.
	
	Yes (Wrong study outcomes)
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