Part A
Hospital Ethical Climate Survey
Directions: Here is a series of statements relating to various practices within your work setting.  Please respond in terms of how it is in your current job on your current unit.  As you read and respond to each statement, think of some difficult patient care issues you have faced.  For those items that refer to your manager, think of your immediate manager (nurse manager, assistant nurse manager, shift supervisor).  It is important that you respond in terms of how it really is on your unit, not how you would prefer it to be.   It is essential to answer every item.  There are no right or wrong answers, so please respond honestly.  Remember, all your responses will remain anonymous.

Please read each of the following statements.  Then, circle one of the numbers on each line to indicate your response.
                 
                                                                                       Almost    Seldom    Sometimes   Often    Almost 

  Never True   True         True            True    AlwaysTrue
1.
My peers listen to my concerns about patient care.  .  
.   .1
2
3
4
5

2.
Patients know what to expect from their care .  .  .  .  .       1
2
3
4
5  

3.
When I’m unable to decide what’s right or wrong in

a patient care situation, my manager helps me.  .  .  .  .  .   1
2
3
4
5

4.
Hospital policies help me with difficult patient care

issues/problems .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  
    1
2
3
4
5

5.
Nurses and physicians trust one another.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .    1
2
3
4
5

6.
Nurses have access to the information necessary to

solve a patient care issue/problem.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .     
    1
2
3
4
5

7.
My manager supports me in my decisions about

patient care .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
    1
2
3
4
5

8.
A clear sense of the hospital’s mission is shared

with nurses .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   
   1
2
3
4
5

9.
Physicians ask nurses for their opinions about

treatment decisions .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  
   1
2
3
4
5

10.
My peers help me with difficult patient care

issues/problems .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
   1
2
3
4
5

11.
Nurses use the information necessary to solve a

patient care issue/problem.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .    1
2
3
4
5
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         Almost        Seldom    Sometimes     Often    Almost 

   Never True    True         True         True    Always True
12.
My manager listens to me talk about patient care

issues/problems .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
1
2
3
4
5

13.
The feelings and values of all parties involved in a

patient care issue/problem are taken into account

when choosing a course of actions  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
 1
2
3
4
5

14.
I participate in treatment decisions for my patients .  . .1
2
3
4
5

15.
My manager is someone I can trust .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
1
2
3
4
5

16.
Conflict is openly dealt with, not avoided .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
1
2
3
4
5

17.
Nurses and physicians here respect each others’

opinions, even when they disagree about what is

best for patients.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
1
2
3
4
5

18.
I work with competent colleagues.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
1
2
3
4
5

19.
The patient’s wishes are respected.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
1
2
3
4
5

20.
When my peers are unable to decide what’s right or

wrong in a particular patient care situation, I have

observed that my manager helps them .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  ..
1
2
3
4
5

21.
There is a sense of questioning, learning, and seeking

creative responses to patient care problems  .  .  .  .  .  .  .1
2
3
4
5

22.
Nurses and physicians respect one another.  .  .  .  .  .  .   .1
2
3
4
5

23.
Safe patient care is given on my unit.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .      1
2
3
4
5

24.
My manager is someone I respect .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
   1
2
3
4
5

25.
I am able to practice nursing on my unit as I believe it

should be practiced  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .      1
2
3
4
5

26.
Nurses are supported and respected in this hospital  .  .  .1
2
3
4
5
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Part B


Background Data
Directions: These questions concern the backgrounds of those who respond to this survey.  As with all answers to this survey, your responses will be kept confidential.  Please circle the appropriate number or fill in the blank.
1.
Are you?

Female.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
1

Male.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
2

2.
In what year were you born?   19            
3.
What is your basic nursing education?

Associate degree.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
1

Diploma .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
2

Baccalaureate (Nursing  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
3

Baccalaureate (Other field).  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
4

Year completed   -   19            
4.
What is your highest degree earned?

Associate degree  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
1

Diploma.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
2

Baccalaureate (Nursing).  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
3

Baccalaureate (Other field) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
4

Master’s (Nursing) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
5

Master’s (Other field).  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
6

Doctoral Degree (Nursing) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
7

Doctoral Degree  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
8

5.
How long have you worked as a Registered Nurse?

             Years                  Months

6.
How long have you been employed at your present hospital?

             Years                  Months

7.
What is your present nursing position?

Staff nurse.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
1

Assistant head nurse.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
2

Clinical specialist  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
3

Other (please specify) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
4                                                          
8.
What is your race?

African-American .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
1

Caucasian .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
2

Hispanic or Latino.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
3

Asian or Pacific Islander.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
4

American Indian.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
5

Other (please specify) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
6

