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[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: _GoBack]Figure S1. The level of ferritin is elevated in the serum of CC patients and FTH expression is upregulated in cervical tissue sections. A total of 64 cervical cancer (CC), 34 cervical intraepithelial neoplasia (CIN), and 20 normal cervical epithelial (NCE) tissue and blood samples were collected from patients at Xingtai People’s Hospital between January 2016 and December 2018. This study was designed and performed in accordance with the Declaration of Helsinki and approved by the Ethics Committee of Xingtai People’s Hospital. None of the patients received any preoperative chemotherapy or radiotherapy before cervical biopsy and surgical resection. Blood samples were collected from all subjects before cervical biopsy and surgery. All histological diagnoses were reviewed and recognized by two senior pathologists. (a) Human serum ferritin was measured using chemiluminescence immunoassays (ARCHITECT-i4000 immunology analyzer, Abbott Laboratories, Irbing, TX, USA). (b) FTH protein levels in cervical tissue sections were determined by immunohistochemical analysis. FTH protein expression was visualized using 3.3′-diaminobenzidine hydrochloride. FTH immunostaining was semi-quantitatively scored based on the mean staining intensity value (0 = negative, 1 = weak, 2 = moderate, 3 = strong) multiplied by the percentage of positively stained cells (0 = 0%–5%, 1 = 6%–25%, 2 = 26%–50%, 3 = 51%–75%, 4 = 76%–100%). The data in A and B are presented as the mean ± SD (Normal: n = 20, CIN: n = 34, CC: n = 64). **p < 0.01, * vs. Normal.
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Figure S1 

Figure S2. Effects of DFX on tissue structure of liver, lung, heart, and intestine in tumor xenografts of HeLa cells. Tumor xenografts of HeLa cells were generated as described in Materials and Methods. DFX (100 mg/kg and 200 mg/kg) was orally administered every other day for 3 weeks. The dissected mouse liver, lung, heart, and intestine were fixed in 10% buffered formalin, embedded in paraffin, and sectioned. These sections were stained with HE and examined under a light microscope for histoarchitectural changes.
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