Appendix 1
 
Table 1. Inclusion and Exclusion criteria for key Long COVID policies
 
	 
	 
Inclusion
	 
Exclusion

	 
 
Participants
	 
1.          Healthcare Workers (HCWs)
2.         AND employed
3.         AND during the COVID-19 pandemic
	 
1.       not HCWs
2.       OR unemployed
3.       OR before the COVID-19 pandemic

	 
 
 
 
 
Intervention
	 
Policies or guidelines specifically designed for:
1.       HCWs management of patients suffering (or suspected to suffer) from post-acute coronavirus syndrome
2.       OR to advise patients diagnosed with post-acute coronavirus syndrome
	 
 
Policies or guidelines specifically designed to address:
1.       Healthcare in response to the COVID-19 pandemic with no post-acute coronavirus syndrome (OR Long COVID) component

	 
Comparator
	 
N/A

	 
 
Outcomes
	 
1.       Service delivery to respond to post- acute coronavirus syndrome
2.       OR recommendations to respond to post-acute coronavirus syndrome
	 
1.       No service delivery to respond to post- acute coronavirus syndrome
2.       No recommendations to respond to post-acute coronavirus syndrome

	 
Study design
	 
N/A

	 
Setting
	 
1.       United Kingdom (UK)
2.       AND March 2020 - current
	 
1.         Non-UK
2.       OR pre-March 2020


 
Appendix 2
 
Table 2. Policy timeline re. Long COVID (2020 - 2022)
 
	Ref
	Name/Title
	Date of first
publication
	Type
	Source
	Link
	Target
Audience

	 
1
	 
COVID-19: paediatric surveillance
	 
27/04/2020
	 
Guidance
	 
Public Health England (PHE)
	https://www.gov.uk
/guidance/COVID- 19-paediatric- surveillance
	 
Healthcare providers

	 
2
	NHS to offer ‘Long 
COVID’ sufferers help at specialist centres
	 
07/10/
2020
	 
News
	 
NHS
	https://www.englan d.nhs.uk/2020/10/n hs-to-offer-long-
COVID-help/
	Healthcare providers, patients

	 
 
3
	A dynamic review of the evidence around ongoing COVID19 symptoms 
(often called Long COVID)
	 
 
15/10/
2020
	 
Guidance
	NIHR 
(National Institute for 
Health research)
	https://evidence.ni hr.ac.uk/themedre view/living-with- COVID19/#Resour
ces
	Patients, 
health care 
providers, researchers

	 
4
	COVID-19 rapid guideline: managing the long-term effect of COVID-19
	 
18/12/
2020
	 
Guidance
	 
NICE
	https://www.nice.or g.uk/guidance/NG 188
	Healthcare providers and
patients

	 
 
 
5
	 
NIHR announces 18.5 million GBP awarded to new research projects to understand and treat Long COVID
	 
 
 
18/02/
2021
	 
 
 
News
	 
 
 
NIHR
	https://www.nihr.ac
.uk/news/185- million-awarded-to- new-research- projects-to- understand-and- treat-long-
COVID/26895
	 
 
Healthcare providers, researchers

	 
 
6
	 
NIHR announces 
second 20 million GBP long COVID funding call
	 
 
25/03/
2021
	 
 
News
	 
 
NIHR
	https://www.nihr.ac
.uk/news/nihr- launches-second- 20-million-long- COVID-funding- call/27331
	 
Healthcare providers, researchers

	 
 
7
	 
Long COVID call 2021 - Guidance for 
applicants
	 
 
25/03/
2021
	 
 
News
	 
 
NIHR
	https://www.nihr.ac
.uk/documents/lon g-COVID-call- 2021-guidance-for-
applicants/27341
	Healthcare providers, researchers

	 
 
 
 
 
8
	 
 
 
 
COVID-19 mental health and wellbeing recovery action plan
	 
 
 
 
 
27/03/
2021
	 
 
 
 
 
Policy
	 
 
 
 
Dept of Health & 
Social 
Care
	https://www.gov.uk
/government/public ations/COVID-19- mental-health-and- wellbeing- recovery-action- plan/COVID-19- mental-health-and- wellbeing- recovery-action-
plan
	 
 
 
 
Health Care Providers




 
	 
 
 
 
9
	 
 
 
National 
guidance for 
post- COVID syndrome assessment clinics
	 
 
 
 
26/04/
2021
	 
 
 
 
Guidance
	 
 
 
 
NHS
	https://www.englan d.nhs.uk/coronavir us/wp- content/uploads/sit es/52/2020/11/C12 48-national- guidance-post- COVID-syndrome- assessment-
clinics-v2.pdf
	 
 
 
 
Healthcare providers

	 
 
10
	 
 
Coronavirus 
(COVID-19): long term health effects
	 
 
 
30/04/
2021
	 
 
Guidance
	 
 
UK 
Health 
Security Agency
	https://www.gov.uk
/government/public ations/COVID-19- long-term-health- effects/COVID-19- long-term-health-
effects
	 
Patients 
and health care 
providers

	 
 
11
	 
 
Long COVID Plan 21/22: 10 key next step to support those suffering from LC
	 
 
 
05/06/2021
	 
 
 
Policy
	 
 
 
NHS
	https://www.englan d.nhs.uk/coronavir us/wp- content/uploads/sit es/52/2021/06/C13 12-long-COVID-
plan-june-2021.pdf
	 
 
Healthcare providers

	 
 
12
	 
Enhanced service specification 
(Long COVID 
2021/2022)
	 
 
21/06/2021
	 
 
Policy
	 
 
NHS
	https://www.englan d.nhs.uk/wp- content/uploads/20 21/06/C1313-ess- long-COVID-21-
22.pdf
	 
 
Healthcare providers

	 
 
 
13
	 
 
Up to one in 
three people who have had COVID-19 report Long COVID 
symptoms
	 
 
 
24/06/2021
	 
 
 
News
	 
 
 
NIHR
	https://www.nihr.ac
.uk/news/up-to- one-in-three- people-who-have- had-COVID-19-
report-long- COVID-
symptoms/27979
	 
 
 
Healthcare providers

	 
 
14
	 
People with five or more symptoms more likely 
to 
develop Long COVID
	 
 
16/07/2021
	 
 
News
	 
 
NIHR
	https://www.nihr.ac
.uk/news/people- with-five-or-more- symptoms-more- likely-to-develop- long-COVID/28195
	 
 
Healthcare providers

	 
 
 
15
	First findings from world’s largest study on 
Long COVID in children and young people (cites the: Non-hospitalised 
Children & young people (CYP) with Long 
COVID 
(The CLoCk 
Study))
	 
 
 
02/09/2021
	 
 
 
News
	 
 
 
NIHR
	https://www.nihr.ac
.uk/news/first- findings-from- worlds-largest- study-on-long- COVID-in-children- and-young-
people/28572
	 
 
 
Healthcare providers

	 
16
	Over a third of COVID-19 patients diagnosed with at least one Long COVID symptom
	 
 
30/09/2021
	 
 
News
	 
 
NIHR
	https://www.nihr.ac
.uk/news/over-a- third-of-COVID-19- patients- diagnosed-with-at-
	 
Healthcare providers




 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	least-one-long- COVID-
symptom/28799
	 

	 
17
	 
Winter workforce preparedness
	 
01/12/2021
	 
Policy
	 
NHS
	https://www.englan d.nhs.uk/winter/win ter-workforce-
preparedness/
	 
Healthcare providers

	 
18
	 
Find help and support if you have Long COVID
	 
 
24/12/2021
	 
Guidance
	 
Department of Health & 
Social Care
	https://www.gov.uk
/guidance/find- help-and-support- if-you-have-long- COVID
	 
 
Patients

	 
 
19
	 
 
Long-term effect  of 
coronavirus (Long COVID)
	 
 
 
19/01/2022
	 
 
Guidance
	 
 
 
NHS
	https://www.nhs.uk
/conditions/corona virus-COVID- 19/long-term- effects-of- coronavirus-long-
COVID/
	 
 
 
Patients

	 
 
 
20
	 
 
Lung abnormalities found in Long COVID patients with 
breathlessness
	 
 
 
29/01/2022
	 
 
 
News
	 
 
 
NIHR
	https://www.nihr.ac
.uk/news/lung- abnormalities- found-in-long- COVID-patients- with- breathlessness/29
798
	 
 
 
Healthcare providers

	 
 
 
21
	 
 
 
Guidelines for supporting our NHS people affected by LC
	 
 
 
 
01/02/2022
	 
 
 
Guidance
	 
 
 
 
NHS
	https://www.englan d.nhs.uk/wp- content/uploads/20 22/01/C1506-
guidelines-for- supporting-our- nhs-people- affected-by-long-
COVID.pdf
	 
 
 
Healthcare providers

	 
 
22
	New definitions for Long COVID developed with patients and carers. (cites the: Non-hospitalised 
Children & young people (CYP) with Long COVID (The
CLoCk Study))
	 
 
 
08/02/2022
	 
 
Guidance
	 
 
 
NIHR
	https://www.nihr.ac
.uk/news/new- definitions-for- long-COVID- developed-with- patients-and- carers/29865
	 
 
Healthcare providers

	 
 
 
 
23
	 
 
 
 
CLoCK protocol
	 
 
 
 
June 2020 
to
Dec 
2023
	 
 
 
 
Research
	 
 
 
 
NIHR (funded)
	https://assets.publi shing.service.gov. uk/government/upl oads/system/uploa ds/attachment_dat a/file/977177/Child ren_and_young_p eople_with_Long_ COVID              CLoCK_.
pdf
	 
 
 
 
Healthcare providers




 
	 
 
 
 
24
	 
 
 
Prevalence of 
ongoing 
symptoms 
following 
coronavirus (COVID-19) infection in the UK
	 
 
 
Mont-hly 
from April 2021 to at least Feb 
2022
	 
 
 
 
 
News
	 
 
 
 
Office for 
National Statistics
	https://www.ons.go v.uk/peoplepopulat ionandcommunity/ healthandsocialcar e/conditionsanddis eases/bulletins/pre valenceofongoings ymptomsfollowingc oronavirusCOVID1 9infectionintheuk/1
april2021
	 
 
 
 
Healthcare providers


 




 
[bookmark: _9280w9gmtwmv]Appendix 3
 
Boolean search terms (Brandwatch)
 
(longcovid OR "long covid" OR "post-Covid syndrome" OR "post acute sequelae of SARS COV-2 infection" OR PASC OR "post-COVID-19 syndrome" OR "post-COVID conditions" OR "long COVID-19" OR "long-haul COVID-19" OR longcovidkids OR "long covid kid*" OR "long covid child*" OR "long covid teenag*") AND ((government OR gvnmt OR parliament OR parlement) OR (politic OR politics OR policy OR policies) OR (tory OR tories OR conservative OR conservatives OR lib OR liberal OR libs OR labour OR national OR democratic OR dems OR social OR socialist OR socialists OR "green party") OR (England OR UK OR Ireland OR Scotland OR Wales))


