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Table 3.  Risk of bias of included randomized controlled trials
	
	
	
	

	
ITEM


	
Yes (%)
	
No (%)
	
Unclear (%)

	Was the allocation sequence adequately generated? 

	1(12.5)
	5(62.5)
	2(25)

	Was allocation adequately concealed?

	0(0)
	1(50)
	4(50)

	Blinding surgeons: Was knowledge of the allocated interventions adequately prevented? 

	8(100)
	0(0)
	0(0)

	Blinding patients: Was knowledge of the allocated interventions adequately prevented?

	1(12.5)
	1(12.5)
	6(75)

	Blinding outcome assessors: Was knowledge of the allocated interventions adequately prevented?

	8(100)
	0(0)
	0(0)

	Were losses to follow-up (missing outcome data) accounted for?

	1(12.5)
	6(75)
	1(12.5)

	Are reports of the study free of suggestion of selective outcome reporting?

	0(0)
	10(100)
	0(0)

	Was the study free of any other potential bias (such as expertise bias)?
	0(0)
	0(0)
	8(100)






Meta-analysis about utility of IONM in thyroid surgery

	Year
	Author
	Journal
	Studies
	Conclusion

	2013
	Zheng
	J Form Med Assoc
	5 RCTs
	+

	2014
	Pisanu
	J Surg Res
	14/3 RCTs
	-

	2017
	Yang
	Int >J Surg
	24/4 RCTs
	-

	2017
	Sun
	Clin Endocrinology
	9/0 RCTs
	+

	2017
	Wong
	Int J Surg
	10/ 0 RCTs
	+

	2017
	Henry
	Langenbecks A Surg
	8 metaanalisis
	-

	2021
	Kim
	Wordl J Surg
	27/ ¿ RCTs
	+

	2022
	Davey
	Am J Surg
	8/8 RCTs
	-

	2022
	Estébanez
	Rev ORL
	45/0 RCTs
	+

	2023
	Yu-Chen
	Int J Surg
	8/2 RCTs
	+

	2023
	Cozzi
	J Pers Med
	164/12 RCTs
	-


+: in favor of the use of IONM; -: Does not find advantages in using IONM




