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Editor-in-Chief
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June 29 2020


Dear Dr. Wang,

We are writing to submit our manuscript entitled “A Novel Two-Step, Direct-to-PCR Method for Virus Detection off Swabs using Human Coronavirus 229E” for consideration as a research article in the Virology Journal under the call for papers “Coronaviruses: emerging and re-emerging pathogens in humans and animals”. We developed a method for PCR based viral detection off swabs that completely bypasses the need for traditional extraction steps, significantly reducing the time and resources involved in this process. Using human coronavirus 229E spiked swabs, we demonstrated a sensitivity in this protocol of 96.30% in vitro. While we acknowledge that this work requires additional clinical investigation, we feel that this novel methodology presented in our manuscript will appeal to the researchers and clinicians who subscribe to your journal as a source of innovative ideas in the field. Our findings stand as a significant starting point for further investigation with the potential to dramatically increase the access to care and reduce costs of swab based viral diagnostic testing around coronavirus infections. 

We can attest each named author has substantially contributed to the drafting of this manuscript and the conduction of experiments described within it. All named authors on this manuscript have reported a conflict of interest due to each having some form of current or past employment by Omni International Inc, the sole funder of this project, however no named author has any direct financial benefit from the success of the company. 


Sincerely, 


Rodney J Nash, PhD

Corresponding Author
Lecturer
Georgia State University 
Department of Biology 
100 Piedmont Ave SE, 4th Floor
Atlanta, GA 30303
rnash2@gsu.edu 
+1(404)316-3046
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Zachary P Morehouse, MS, OMS-III

Co-Corresponding Author
Osteopathic Medical Student
Michigan State University 
College of Osteopathic Medicine 
965 Wilson Rd.
East Lansing, MI 48824
moreho17@msu.edu 
+1(813)476-5661
[image: ]
image2.jpeg
R

W College of
& Osteopathic Medicine
MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY




image1.png
$»

GcorngtatL

U]’ll\e]’Slt\ | BloLocy




