Table 1 Feeding sequence and feeding amount of P. argenteus seedlings.
	[bookmark: OLE_LINK5]Birth day
	Body length of the fish/mm
	Bait types

	Feeding amount
	Feeding time


	Start feeding–5 days
	˂ 5
	-
	-
	6:20 am
9:30am
11:00 am
1:30 pm
3:00 pm
5:00pm
8:00pm
10:20pm


	5 - 10
	5-8
	[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]Rotifer 
	1individuals/ml

	

	11-15
	8-12
	Rotifer
	2-3individuals/ml

	

	16 - 20
	12 - 18
	Rotifer
	2-3individuals/ml

	

	
	
	Artemia nauplii
	0.5-1individuals/ml

	

	21 - 26
	18 - 25
	Artemia nauplii
	1-2individuals/ml

	

	27 - 34
	20 - 30
	Artemia nauplii
	1-2individuals/ml

	

	
	
	2# YuBao compound feed
	-
	

	35 - 55
	25 - 46
	2# YuBao compound feed
	-
	

	56 - 67
	29 - 50
	2# YuBao compound feed
	-
	

	
	
	3# YuBao compound feed

	-
	

	68 - 90
	33 - 66
	3# YuBao compound feed
	-
	

	91 - 120
	> 33
	3# YuBao compound feed
	-
	

	
	
	Saifeng Nian compound feed
	-
	

	> 120
	> 40
	Saifeng Nian compound feed
	-
	


2#, 3#YuBao compound feeds were purchased from Hayashikane Sangyo Co., Ltd., Feed Business Division Chofu Plant, Japan. Saifeng Nian cooperates with the purchase of feed from Ningbo Tianbang Feed Technology Co., Ltd.

Table 2.The egg-laying information summary of P. argenteus from the breeding group and control group.
	Group
	The number of eggs laid
(× 104 )
	The number of fertilized eggs
(× 104 )
	The number of hatched fishes
(× 104 )
	fertilization rate

	hatching rate

	Breeding group
	65.58
	27.05
	10.23
	41.25
	37.82

	Control group
	60.40
	19.72
	7.24
	32.65
	36.69



Table 3.Descriptive statistics of various morphological traits of P. argenteus from the breeding group and control group at 60, 90, 120 days post-hatching (dph).
	
	60 dph
	90 dph
	120 dph

	
	Breeding group
	Control 
group
	Breeding group
	Control
 group
	breeding group
	Control 
group

	
	Mean
	SD
	Mean
	SD
	Mean
	SD
	Mean
	SD
	Mean
	SD
	Mean
	SD

	W/g
	3.69a 
	1.17
	2.82a
	1.01
	10.96a
	2.39
	8.83a
	2.59
	16.74a
	2.62
	12.48b
	4.42

	S1/cm
	5.38a
	0.78
	5.11a
	0.75
	8.69a
	0.65
	7.98a
	0.78
	10.25a
	0.72
	8.92b
	1.67

	S2/cm
	4.94a
	0.68
	4.77a
	0.67
	7.54a
	0.57
	6.98a
	0.64
	8.75a
	0.52
	7.78b
	1.00

	S3/cm
	4.40a
	0.57
	4.19a
	0.59
	6.85a
	0.59
	6.30a
	0.59
	7.96a
	0.46
	7.05b
	0.90

	S4/cm
	1.41a
	0.28
	1.28b
	0.20
	1.75a
	0.15
	1.69a
	0.19
	1.97a
	0.17
	1.85b
	0.28

	S5/cm
	0.60a
	0.12
	0.56a
	0.15
	1.11a
	0.19
	0.97a
	0.21
	1.27a
	0.18
	1.05b
	0.26

	S6/cm
	2.46a
	0.35
	2.38a
	0.41
	3.98a
	0.44
	3.64a
	0.38
	4.70a
	0.40
	4.15b
	0.62

	S7/cm
	0.34a
	0.08
	0.26b
	0.06
	0.32a
	0.08
	0.32a
	0.06
	0.37a
	0.08
	0.33a
	0.08

	S8/cm
	0.43a
	0.07
	0.40a
	0.07
	0.63a
	0.05
	0.63a
	0.06
	0.70a
	0.06
	0.66a
	0.08

	S9/cm
	0.52a
	0.12
	0.47b
	0.09
	0.85a
	0.12
	0.79a
	0.11
	0.98a
	0.14
	0.81a
	0.16

	S10/cm
	0.39a
	0.07
	0.33a
	0.07
	0.54a
	0.07
	0.51a
	0.07
	0.63a
	0.08
	0.59b
	0.13

	[bookmark: OLE_LINK4]S11/cm
	3.05a
	0.45
	2.93a
	0.43
	4.62a
	0.34
	4.30a
	0.45
	5.21a
	0.34
	4.84b
	0.63


[bookmark: OLE_LINK2]W, body weight; S1, total length; S2, fork length; S3, body length; S4, head length; S5, trunk length; S6, tail length; S7, snout length; S8, eye diameter; S9, caudal length; S10, caudal height; S11, body height; SD, standard deviation;  Sample size (n = 50). Different superscript letters within the same ages of P. argenteus indicate significant difference among means (P < 0.05).

Table 4. Weight gain rate (WGR), specific growth rate (SGR) and absolute growth rate (AGR) of breeding group and control group at different ages
	
	WGR
	SGR
	AGR

	
	Breeding 
group
	Control 
group
	Breeding 
group
	Control
 group
	Breeding 
group
	Control 
group

	60-90dph
	196.87%
	213.05%
	3.63%
	3.80%
	24.23%
	20.03%

	90-120dph
	52.70%
	41.38%
	1.41%
	1.15%
	19.26%
	12.18%

	60-120dph
	353.33%
	342.59%
	5.04%
	4.96%
	43.49%
	32.21%




Table 5. The condition factor of P. argenteus from the breeding group and control group.
	
	60 dph
	90 dph
	120 dph

	
	Breeding group
	Control 
group
	Breeding group
	Control
 group
	Breeding group
	Control 
group

	CF(g/cm3)
	4.30
	3.80
	3.48
	3.53
	3.32
	3.58



Table 6. Standardized response to selection (SR), realized heritability(h2 R), Genetic gains (GG) of P. argenteus from the breeding group.
	Traits
	Age
	SR
	h2 R
	GG%
	CV%

	Body weight
	[bookmark: OLE_LINK31]Day60
	0.86
	0.49
	30.90
	31.71

	
	[bookmark: OLE_LINK32]Day90
	0.82
	0.47
	24.14
	21.81

	
	Day120
	0.96
	0.55
	34.08
	15.65

	[bookmark: OLE_LINK30]Mean
	
	0.88 ± 0.07
	0.50 ± 0.04
	29.70 ± 5.08
	23.06 ± 8.10

	Body length
	Day60
	0.37
	0.21
	5.11
	12.95

	
	Day90
	0.92
	0.53
	8.68
	8.61

	
	Day120
	1.01
	0.57
	12.93
	5.78

	Mean
	
	0.77 ± 0.35
	0.44±0.20
	8.90 ± 3.91
	9.11 ± 3.61

	Fork length
	Day60
	0.25
	0.14
	3.52
	13.77

	
	Day90
	0.88
	0.50
	8.16
	7.56

	
	Day120
	0.98
	0.56
	12.56
	5.94

	Mean
	
	0.70 ± 0.40
	0.40 ± 0.20
	0.40 ± 0.20
	9.09 ± 4.13



