Table 3: GRADE Summary of Findings
	Certainty assessment
	№ of patients
	Certainty
	Importance

	№ of studies
	Study design
	Risk of bias
	Inconsistency
	Indirectness
	Imprecision
	Other considerations
	VR
	No technology
	
	

	Palpation of tissue stiffness
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	3
	randomised trials
	seriousa,b
	seriousc,d
	seriouse
	very seriousf
	none
	123
	0
	⨁◯◯◯
Very low
	IMPORTANT

	Palpation speed
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	3
	randomised trials
	serious
	serious
	serious
	very serious
	none
	123
	0
	⨁◯◯◯
Very low
	IMPORTANT

	Palpation accuracy
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	3
	randomised trials
	not serious
	serious
	serious
	very serious
	none
	55
	0
	⨁◯◯◯
Very low
	IMPORTANT


Explanations
a. MMAT Score (2 studies - 4/5 and 1 study - 3/5); b. Incomplete data (Howell 2008a); c. Considerable Heterogeneity; d. Study Setting – different; e. Difference in population and setting; f. Sample size <150. 

