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This document provides supplementary material pertinent to the study. Table 1 displays our variables of the Big-Five personality. Specifically, Column II in Table 1 shows the specific items utilized to construct our Big-Five dimensions: conscientiousness, extraversion, agreeableness, and neuroticism. Column III evaluates whether each item positively or negatively contributes to the respective Big-Five dimension. 
Table 2 shows the specifics of the CARALOC questionnaire administered at ages 10, which was used to construct our measures of locus of control. Of the original 20 items in the CARALOC questionnaire, five were omitted for serving as distractors (Items 4, 7, 11, 15, and 19).  Except for Item 10, responses of 'Yes,' 'Don't Know,' and 'No' were coded as -1, 0, and 1, respectively. Raw scores ranged from -15 to 15, with higher scores signifying greater internalization.
Table 3 shows the description of control variables used in the study.



Table 1 Characterization of Big-Five Personality Dimensions
	Big five dimension
	Item (1980 Wave)
	Sign

	Conscientiousness
	Shows Perseverance
	+

	
	Pays Attention in Class
	+

	
	Completes Tasks
	+

	
	Child is daydreaming
	-

	
	Cannot concentrate on particular task
	-

	
	Becomes bored during class
	-

	
	Confused or Hesitant
	-

	
	Easily Distracted
	-

	
	Forgetful on Complex Task
	-

	
	Shows lethargic/listless behaviour
	

	
	Is Easily Frustrated
	-

	
	Fails to Finish Tasks
	-

	Extraversion
	Afraid of new things/situations
	-

	
	Rather Solitary
	-

	
	Relations with others unhappy/tearful
	-

	
	Sullen or sulky
	-

	Agreeableness
	Teases Other Children
	-

	
	Interferes With Others
	-

	
	Quarrels With Other Kids
	-

	
	Destroys Belongings
	-

	
	Bullies Other Children
	-

	Neuroticism
	Complains about things
	+

	
	Displays Outbursts of Temper
	+

	
	Cries For Little Cause
	+

	
	Behaves 'nervously'
	+

	
	Fussy or Over-particular
	+

	
	Changes Mood Quickly
	+

	
	Excitable Impulsive
	+

	
	Worried And Anxious
	+

	
	Shows restless or over-active behaviour
	+





[bookmark: _Ref148109832]Table 2 CARALOC at age 10
	ITEM
	ANSWER

	
	YES
	DONT
KNOW
	NO

	1. Do you feel that most of the time it’s not worth trying hard because things never turn out right anyway?
	-1
	0
	1

	2. Do you feel that wishing can make good things happen?
	-1
	0
	1

	3. Are people good to you no matter how you act towards them?
	-1
	0
	1

	4. Do you like taking part in plays or concerts?
	Distractor item

	5. Do you usually feel that it’s almost useless to try in school because most children are cleverer than you?
	-1
	0
	1

	6. Is a high mark just a matter of „luck‟ for you?
	-1
	0
	1

	7. Are you good at spelling?
	Distractor item

	8. Are tests just a lot of guess work for you?
	-1
	0
	1

	9. Are you often blamed for things which just aren’t your fault?
	-1
	0
	1

	10. Are you the kind of person who believes that planning ahead makes things turn out better?
	1
	0
	-1

	11. Do you find it easy to get up in the morning?
	Distractor item

	12. When bad things happen to you, is it usually someone else’s fault?
	-1
	0
	1

	13. When someone is very angry with you, is it impossible to make him your friend again?
	-1
	0
	1

	14. When nice things happen to you is it only good luck?
	-1
	0
	1

	15. Do you feel sad when it’s time to leave school each day?
	Distractor item

	16. When you get into an argument is it usually the other person’s fault?
	-1
	0
	1

	17. Are you surprised when your teacher says you’ve done well?
	-1
	0
	1

	18. Do you usually get low marks, even when you study hard?
	-1
	0
	1

	19. Do you like to read books?
	Distractor item

	20. Do you think studying for tests is a waste of time
	-1
	0
	1




Table 3. Description of variable used in the study.
	Wave
	Variable
	Description

	At birth
	Gender
	Dummy variable equal to one if participant is male, zero if female

	
	Years of schooling mother
	Age mother left full-time education minus six

	
	Years of schooling mother
	Age father left full-time education minus six

	
	Social class
	Dummy variable equal to 0 if father occupation is student, unskilled, or partly skilled; 1 if skilled (non-)manual, managerial/technical, or professional.

	
	
	

	At age 10
	Cognitive Ability
	Standardized Principal Factor of British Ability Scale

	
	Reading Ability
	Standardized Principal Factor of the Shortened Edinburgh Reading Test

	
	Math Ability
	Standardized Principal Factor of Friendly Maths Test

	
	
	

	At age 46
	Marital status
	Dummy variable equal to one if participant is married or civil partner, zero if otherwise 

	
	Household size
	A count of all people living in the household 

	
	Region of residence dummies
	11 categories: North East; North West; Yorkshire and the Humber; East Midlands; West Midlands; East of England; London; South East; South West; Wales; and Scotland.

	
	Housing tenure dummies
	3 categories: own outright; own but buying with help of mortgage; and renting.

	
	Current economic activity
	Dummy variable equal to one if participant is employed, zero if otherwise. 

	
	Highest NVQ level dummies
	6 categories: none; NVQ1; NVQ2; NVQ3; NVQ4; and NVQ5

	
	Monthly home income
	A continuous variable reflecting home income per month (£)
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