[bookmark: OLE_LINK10]Supplementary file 1. Detailed characteristics of participants (n = 20)

	Interviewee
	Gender
	Age
	Time since diagnosis
(Year)
	Highest education level
	Marital status
	Disease type
	Stage of cancer

	Couple 1    P1
                 S1
	Male
Female
	49
47
	1
	High school
High school
	Married
Married
	Initial diagnosis
	PR

	Couple 2    P2
                  S2
	Female
Male
	59
61
	0.5
	Primary school
Primary school
	Married
Married
	Initial diagnosis
	PR

	Couple 3    P3
                  S3
	Male
Female
	68
67
	3
	Secondary school
Secondary school
	Married
Married
	Relapse
	BR

	Couple 4    P4
                  S4
	Female
Male
	72
69
	3
	Primary school
Primary school
	Married
Married
	Relapse
	LA

	Couple 5    P5
                  S5
	Male
Female
	58
55
	2
	Primary school
Secondary school
	Married
Married
	Initial diagnosis
	BR

	Couple 6    P6
                  S6
	Male
Female
	54
56
	1
	Primary school
Primary school
	Married
Married
	Initial diagnosis
	PR

	Couple 7    P7
                  S7
	Male
Female
	69
70
	3
	Secondary school
Secondary school
	Married
Married
	Initial diagnosis
	BR

	Couple 8    P8
                  S8
	Male
Female
	75
73
	5
	Primary school
Primary school
	Married
Married
	Relapse
	LA

	Couple 9    P9
                  S9
	Female
Male
	63
65
	3
	Primary school
Secondary school
	Married
Married
	Initial diagnosis
	BR

	Couple 10  P10
                  S10
	Male
Female
	62
61
	2.5
	Secondary school
Secondary school
	Married
Married
	Initial diagnosis
	BR


[bookmark: OLE_LINK5][bookmark: _GoBack]Note:P:patient; S:Spouse. PR: Potentially resectable; BR: Borderline resectable; LA: Locally advanced

Supplementary file 2. Code example
	Quotes
	Codes
	Sub-themes
	Theme

	P: “I doubt that my disease is incurable. Is it the same as AIDS?”
[bookmark: OLE_LINK9]S: “Sometimes I ask the doctor what stage my husband's disease is now and how many years are left. They don't answer directly. Now I still have no idea. This is the first illness in the family, such big illness and we were certainly scared.”	
	[bookmark: OLE_LINK4]Nervous about what will happen



[bookmark: OLE_LINK6]Confused about diseases and patients
	[bookmark: OLE_LINK3]Unable to effectively obtain information about disease and its treatment
	Initial negative emotional reactions to the pancreatic diagnosis influenced by personal and social factors

	P: “I mean to give up, I think, if my disease is really incurable, I certainly won't spend the cost of treatment...”
S: “… if there is little hope of a cure for his disease, we would rather have him go away in comfort than suffer the pain of prolonged chemotherapy for the sake of that hope…”
	[bookmark: OLE_LINK7]Worried about a costly medical bill

Fear of their spouse will suffer from illness every day
	[bookmark: OLE_LINK2]Risk and benefit considerations
	

	P: “The doctor told me that the result was pancreatic cancer. At that time, I felt that my life was over and I could not support my family and do heavy work in my life. I dare not go home and tell her the result of the examination, for fear that she will collapse more than me.”
S: “Tell the truth, after he was diagnosed, he became very bad-tempered. It was really tiring to take care of him. Now I'm just trying to hold on, and I don't know how long I can hold on.”
	Conceal the fact about illness




Gradually lose patience with negative emotions of spouse
	[bookmark: OLE_LINK8]Loss of intimacy
	


[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]P: denotes quote was from patient participant
S: denotes quote was from spouse participant
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