Appendix
Table 1: Constructs and their measurement 
	Construct
	Brief definition
	Instruction/Item
	Answer options 

	Indicators
	
	

	Policy Acceptance
	the degree to which citizens accept policies regarding public crisis management
	How much do you agree with the following statements?

Examples:
1. The climate transition must be fair to all generations.
1. At least two percent of the total area of each state is to be set aside for the expansion of solar and wind energy plants.
1. A healthy and climate-friendly, plant-based, and low-meat diet should be promoted, for example, in school meals.
	do not agree at all (1) -
totally agree (7)

	Political Participation
	citizens’ activities affecting politics
	How often do you engage in the following behaviors to help combat climate change? 

Examples:
1. I take climate change into account when making my voting decisions.
1. I take part in demonstrations, strikes, or rallies for more climate protection.
1. I discuss climate change with my friends, relatives, or colleagues.
	never (1) - always (7)

	Individual Behavior
	a self-report of behavior concerning individual climate-friendly behavior
	Examples:
	

	
	
	What is the heated square footage of your home per person? If you live in a household with more than one person, please divide the total living space by the number of people in the household.

	1. up to 20 m²
1. 21–30 m²
1. 31–40 m²
1. 41–50 m²
1. 51–60 m²
1. 61–70 m²
1. more than 70 m²

	
	
	I purchase renewable electricity.

	1. yes
1. no

	
	
	I only buy things that I really need.
	1. never 
1. very rarely
1. rarely 
1. occasionally 
1. often 
1. very often 
1. always

	Predictors
	
	

	Knowledge
	Factual knowledge about ongoing crises
	Examples:

Which sector in Germany reduced its greenhouse gas emissions the least in the years 1990–2021? 
	

1. Transportation (correct)
1. Energy industry
1. Agriculture
1. Building construction


	
	
	Which of the following is not an effective climate change adaptation measure?
	1. Fuel discount (correct)
1. Construction of dikes
1. Cultivation of climate and weather adapted plant varieties
1. Efficient building cooling

	
	
	What is meant by carbon emissions trading?
	1. The market for trading limited emissions of greenhouse gases freely. (correct)
1. The market for trading liquid carbon freely
1. The use of a carbon tax instead of a value-added tax (VAT)
1. High interest rates on loans for projects with large carbon emissions

	Trust
	a cognitive attitude that can motivate trustful behavior
	How much trust do you have in the people and organizations below to be able to deal well and properly with the climate crisis? 

Examples:
1. Science
1. Public media
1. European Union (EU)
	no indication possible (1)
very little trust (3) - 
very much trust (9)


	Perceived health risks

	Risk perception based on the perceived severity and probability of health risks linked to climate change
	Below are several consequences of climate change that may be related to health.

Please indicate in each case how likely these consequences of climate change are to occur in your lifetime. 

Now please indicate in each case how dangerous you think these consequences of climate change are for your life. 

Examples:
1. Spread of disease vectors (e.g., mosquitoes or ticks)
1. Extreme weather events
1. Psychological problems (e.g., trauma or depression)
	

very unlikely (1) –
very likely (7)

harmless (1) –
extremely dangerous (7)

	Self-Efficacy
	someone's belief in their ability to perform the actions required to achieve a certain goal 
	The following behaviors determine, in large part, how much CO2a person emits. How difficult or easy do you find it to behave in the following ways? 

1. In winter, not heating the home warmer than 17°C. 
1. Refraining from private air travel. 
1. Avoiding the consumption of meat. 
1. Only buying things that you absolutely need.
	Extremely difficult (1) - 
Extremely easy (7)



	Social Norms

	the degree to which a certain behavior is commonly exerted and approved by significant others
	People who are important to me exhibit the following behaviors:
1. In winter, not heating the home warmer than 17°C. 
1. Refraining from private air travel. 
1. Avoiding the consumption of meat. 
1. Only buying things that you absolutely need.

People who are important to me expect the following behaviors from me:
[see above]
	never (1) - always (7)





do not agree at all (1) -
totally agree (7)

	Effectiveness
	perceived effectiveness of policies actually addressing the problem
	In your opinion, how effective are the following climate protection measures? 

1. The first registration of cars with combustion engines is to be banned by 2030 at the latest.
1. From 2026, the installation of oil heating systems is to be banned, and from 2028, the installation of gas heating systems. Heating systems that are particularly harmful to the climate are to be replaced immediately.
1. Coal phase-out by 2030 (instead of 2038 as previously planned).
1. Promoting a healthy and climate-friendly, plant-based, and low-meat diet, e.g., in school meals.

	not effective at all (1) - 
very effective (7)




