
Table 1 Occurrence of PIH determined by dermatologists at week 2, 4, 8, and 12 

	Visit
	Group A
(n=72)
	Group B
(n=72)
	Group C (n=72)
	Control
(n=72)
	Overall incidence
(n=288)
	p-value

	Week 2
	5
	3
	4
	3
	15
	

	Week 4
	34
	31
	26
	23
	114
	

	Week 8
	7
	16
	13
	20
	56
	

	Week 12
	4
	2
	5
	2
	13
	

	Accumulative incidence
	50 
	52 
	48
	48
	198
	0.702

	HR (95% CI)
	1.163 
(0.78-1.73)
	1.159 
(0.78-1.72)
	1.029 
(0.69-1.53)
	
	
	


[bookmark: _Hlk155945441][bookmark: _Hlk155603483]Group A: topical clobetasol propionate 0.05% ointment twice daily for 2 days; Group B: single application of topical clobetasol propionate 0.05% ointment under occlusive dressings for 24 hours; Group C: topical brimonidine tartrate 0.33% gel 1 hour before and 3 days after laser; Control: topical petrolatum jelly for 7 days
Values are number of patients; HR = Hazard ratio between the treatment and the control group
p-value = comparison of data between all groups; Significant differences at p < 0.05






Table 2 Adverse reactions 

	Adverse reactions
	Topical clobetasol
	Topical clobetasol under occlusion
	Topical brimonidine
	Control
	p-value

	Itching
	12 (16.67%)
	8 (11.11%)
	26 (36.11%)
	12 (16.67%)
	<0.01*

	Dryness
	18 (25.00%)
	20 (27.28%)
	22 (30.56%)
	18 (25.00%)
	0.872

	Eczematous reactions
	0
	0
	3 (4.17%)
	0
	0.061


Values are number (%); p-value = comparison of data between all groups; *Significant differences at p < 0.05.




