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Supplementary Figure Legends and Figures
Supplementary Fig. 1 HBV DNA is not the main mediator inducing neutrophil activation. Purified neutrophils from healthy donors were pretreated with TLR9 inhibitor-ODN-TTAGGG and cultured with the supernatant of HepG2.2.15 cells. Neutrophils were collected for flow cytometry analysis of CXCR1 (a), CXCR2 (b), PD-L1 (c), CD86 (d), and IL-8 (e) expression among the three groups. Purified neutrophils from healthy donors were cultured with medium, HBeAg, or TLR9 agonist ODN 2395 and were collected for the analysis of CXCR1 (f), CXCR2 (g), PD-L1(h), CD86 (i), and IL-8 (j) expression among the three groups. Data are presented as the means ± SEM. The nonparametric Mann–Whitney U test was used for comparisons between two groups. All experiments were conducted in triplicate. *P < 0.05, **P < 0.01, and ***P < 0.001 
Supplementary Fig. 2 HBeAg induces neutrophil activation in a dose-dependent manner. Purified neutrophils from healthy donors were cultured with medium, 2 μg/ml HBeAg, or 4 μg/ml HBeAg, and then collected for the detection of CXCR1 (a), CXCR2 (b), PD-L1(c), CD86 (d), and IL-8 (e) among three groups by flow cytometry analysis. Data are presented as the means ± SEM. The nonparametric Mann–Whitney U test was used for comparisons between two groups. All experiments were conducted in triplicate. *P < 0.05, **P < 0.01, and ***P < 0.001
Supplementary Fig. 3 Dynamics of the lymphocyte counts in re-enrolled CHB patients (n=45). (a) Differences of the WBC count among groups. (b) Differences of the lymphocyte count among groups. (c) Differences of the CD4+ T-cell counts among groups. (d) Differences of the CD8+ T-cell count among groups. (e) Differences of the B-cell counts among groups. (f) Differences of the NK cell counts among groups. Correlation between the neutrophil count and CD4+ T-cell count (g), CD8+ T-cell count (h), and B-cell count (i) in patients with CHB at eAg+ CHep stage. Data are presented as the means ± SEM. The nonparametric Mann–Whitney U test was used for comparisons between two groups. The relationship between two variables was evaluated using Spearman’s rank correlation test. 
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