Table 1: Pilot database search results
	Keyword search
	Date of search
	Search engine used
	Language
	Number of publications retrieved


	3D printing, orthopaedic surgery, ethics, regulations, customized implants, patient outcomes, cost-effectiveness, legal issues.
	
	PubMed/MEDLINE
	English
	

	Ethical regulatory for orthopaedic surgery AND  3D PRINTING ethics AND Orthopaedic surgery AND 3 dimensional AND Three dimensional AND Ethics on 3D printing AND Regulations on 3D printing during surgery AND Orthopaedic surgeons ethics AND 3D printing ethics for Orthopaedics AND Ethical regulatory for 3D printing in health sectors
	
	Ebscohost
	English
	

	3D printing, orthopaedic surgery, ethics, regulations, customized implants, patient outcomes, cost-effectiveness, legal issues.
	
	Google Scholar
	English
	

	3D printing, orthopaedic surgery, ethics, regulations, customized implants, patient outcomes, cost-effectiveness, and legal issues.
	
	Web of science 
	English
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