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Appendix
Valence and Arousal Descriptions for Participants
Below are the descriptions presented to participants when rating valence and arousal. The descriptions were adapted from Kurdi et al. (2017). These were presented one time at the beginning of the block of ratings. Additionally, during each block of ratings, they were presented with a reminder definition shown below.
Valence
In this section, we will be asking you about the images you saw during the lottery. We are asking about the average VALENCE you experienced. Valence refers to how good or bad you perceived the images to be.
If you feel that the pictures, on average, represented something good or positive, please use the right half of the sliding scale to mark your answer. Positive images are those that represent things that make us happy, satisfied, competent, proud, contented, delighted, and so on. It doesn’t matter what the specific picture is about, as long as it represents something positive or good. If the pictures represent something bad or negative, please use the left half of the sliding scale to mark your answer. Negative images are those that represent things that make us unhappy, upset, irritated, angry, sad, depressed, and so on. It doesn’t matter what the specific picture is about, as long as it is something negative or bad. Use the middle of the scale to indicate that the picture makes you feel neutral, that is, that you think that the picture is neither positive nor negative.
There are no right or wrong answers. We are interested in your individual opinion.
Valence Reminder Definition
In this question, we will be asking you about the images you saw during the lottery. We are asking about the average valence you experienced. Valence refers to how good or bad you perceived the images to be. There are no right or wrong answers. We are interested in your individual opinion.
Arousal
In this question, we will be asking you about the images you saw during the lottery. We are asking about the average AROUSAL you experienced. Arousal refers to how strong or weak your emotional response to the images were.
In other words, we would like to know how much emotional intensity the pictures created; whether the pictures captured something good or bad doesn’t matter. We are interested only in the degree of excitement, energy, or intensity of feeling they represented. Use the right half of the sliding scale to mark your answer if the pictures represented something that felt strongly emotional. The words that we might use to describe the emotional state that the pictures created are aroused, alert, activated, charged, or energized. Use the left half of the sliding scale to mark your answer if the pictures represented something that is not strongly emotional. The words that we might use to describe the emotional state that the pictures created are unaroused, slow, still, de-energized, calm, or peaceful. Use the middle of the scale to indicate that the images were moderately arousing or halfway through the two extremes.
There are no right or wrong answers. We are interested in your individual opinion.
Arousal Reminder Definition
In this question, we will be asking you about the images you saw during the lottery. We are asking about the average arousal you experienced. Arousal refers to the how strong or weak your emotional response to the images were. There are no right or wrong answers.
We are interested in your individual opinion.

