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In-depth interview guide 
Title of the study: Ecology of free-roaming dogs and the control measures to alleviate the associated public health risks in Kampala Metropolitan area, Central Uganda 
Good morning/ good afternoon/good evening. My name is ………………………………, I work with the School of Veterinary Medicine and Animal Resources on a project that aims to determine the circumstances of bites from free-roaming dogs. This study is being carried out by a team at Makerere University in Partnership with the Kampala Capital City Authority (KCCA) and the Ministry of Agriculture Animals Industry and Fisheries (MAAIF), with financial support from the Government of Uganda through the Research and Innovation Fund. 
You are being invited to participate in this research because you have been identified as one of the people in your community that can provide information on the circumstances of the dog bites. The information you provide will be used to guide development of appropriate measures to reduce dog bites and free-roaming dogs in your community. 
The interview will take between 20-30 minutes to complete. Your participation is entirely voluntary, and you are free to withdraw at any point and you shall not have to give a reason. Your participation in this study will remain confidential, and only anonymized data will be published.
Consent
I …………………………confirm that I have read and understood the intentions of this research project and agree to take part in this study. I know that I have the liberty to ask questions about the project, I can withdraw from the interview at any time, and all the data collected will be used for research purposes and is confidential. Date:………Time:…………Interviewer:…………Interviewee ID/Category:…………                                                    



A. GUIDING QUESTIONS FOR DOG BITE VICTIMS 
a) Nature of the bite 
1. Where did the dog bite you?
2. How many times did the dog bite you?
3. Which body part did the dog bite and how has that affected your daily life?
4. Did the teeth penetrate the skin?
5. How many dogs attacked you?
b) Circumstances leading to the attack. 
6. Can you share your account of the circumstances leading to the dog bite? 
7. In your opinion, was the dog’s aggression unprovoked or were there specific triggers like defending territory, protecting puppies or food aggression?
8. Do you know the owner of the animals that bit you?
9. What were you doing before the bite?
10. What time did the bite occur?
11. Was the animal alone or was it in pack/group?
12. What was the weather like?
c) Circumstances during the dog attack  
13. Where did the dog attack occure, and what were the immediate surroundings during the incident?
14. Where did that animal come from to attack you?
15. What did you do to defend yourself like shouting, yelling, throwing a stone or running away?
16. Did anyone come to defend you during the attack?
17. Was the dog leashed, confined or freely roaming? 
d) Circumstances after the dog attack 
18. What did the dog do after biting or attacking you?
19. What did you do to the dog after sustaining the bite?
20. What did you do to the wound after sustaining the dog bite? 
21. Where did you go for health care after sustaining the dog bite? 
e) Health seeking behavior
22. After sustaining the dog bite, describe what you did to manage the wound, or the bite area? 
23. Where did you go for treatment and what kind of treatment did you receive? 
24. What kind of treatment was given to you?
f) Any other comments and questions 
25. Why do you think that free-roaming dogs are biting people in this community?
26. What do you think can be done in your community to control free-roaming dogs and dog bites?
27. Do you have any questions or concerns that we should take note of




B. GUIDING QUESTIONS FOR THE FOLLOW UP OF DOG BITE VICTIMS 
1. How did the incident of the dog bite affect your daily life? 
Access to treatment for rabies 
2. Reflecting on the period after sustaining the dog bite, where did you go to receive treatment after sustaining the dog bite?
3. What kind of treatment was given to you? 
4. Did you receive rabies post exposure prophylaxis at any point, where did you get it from and what time did you go to receive it?
Compliance to rabies PEP
5. Did you complete the prescribed medication?
6. If you did not complete it, what challenges or difficulties prevented you from completing the prescription?
Challenges encountered. 
7. What challenges or obstacles did you encounter in the process of receiving treatment?
8. What were the emotional or psychological challenges you encountered in the process? 
9. How did the community, including friends and family, respond to the situation and did you receive support towards getting treatment?
10. Can you share any positive experiences or support you received in the process of obtaining rabies PEP?
 


C. GUIDING QUESTIONS FOR COMMUNITY MEMBERS 
a) Status of dog bite cases in your community
1. How often do you encounter people that have been bitten by dogs?
2. What treatment do you offer for those victims?
3. In what state are they when they normally arrive at the clinic? 
4. Do you readily have rabies post exposure prophylaxis? 
5. How closely have you worked with the veterinary department and other stakeholders on the issue of dog bites and free-roaming dogs? 
b) Any other comments and questions 
6. Why do you think that free-roaming dogs are biting people in this community?
7. What do you think can be done to prevent future incidents of dog bites from free-roaming dogs? 
8. What advice can you give to the stakeholders such as research institutions, the Ministry of Health and the Ministry of Agriculture Animal Industry and Fisheries and 
9. Do you have any questions or concerns for this project? 




D. GUIDING QUESTIONS FOR LOCAL LEADERS 
Status of free-roaming dogs in your community
1. How often do community members in your community report bites from free-roaming dogs?
2. How many free-roaming dogs do you think there is in your community?
3. How often do they bite people and livestock?
Actions taken after recording dog bites in your community. 
4. What do you do for people that have been bitten by dogs in your community?
5. What do you do for dogs that have bitten people in your community?
6. What stakeholders have worked with you previously on the issue of dog bites and free-roaming dogs? 
Any other comments and questions 
7. Why do you think that free-roaming dogs are biting people in this community?
8. What do you think can be done to prevent future incidents of dog bites from free-roaming dogs? 
9. What advice can you give to the stakeholders such as the veterinary department and Ministry of Agriculture Animals Industry and Fisheries 
10. Do you have any questions or concerns for this project? 


E. GUIDING QUESTIONS FOR VETERINARY OFFICERS
c) Status of free-roaming dogs in your community
1. How often do community members in your community report bites from free-roaming dogs?
2. How many free-roaming dogs do you think there is in your community?
3. How often do they bite people and livestock?
d) Actions taken after recording dog bites in your community. 
11. What do you do when the community reports a free-roaming dog on rampage?
12. What do you do for people that have been bitten by dogs in your community?
13. What do you do for dogs that have bitten people in your community?
14. How closely have you worked with the health department and other stakeholders on the issue of dog bites and free-roaming dogs? 
15. What do you do to the dog responsible for the attacks? 
16. What do you do for animals that have been bitten by the rampage dogs?
17. How well stocked are you to respond to rabies cases (tools like dog catcher, cages, animal holding facilities, access to immobilizing drugs, rabies vaccine)

e) Any other comments and questions 
18. Why do you think that free-roaming dogs are biting people in this community?
19. What do you think can be done to prevent future incidents of dog bites from free-roaming dogs? 
20. What advice can you give to the stakeholders such as research institutions, the Ministry of Agriculture Animal Industry and Fisheries and the Ministry of Health 
21. Are you vaccinated against rabies?
22. Do you have any questions or concerns for this project? 


F. GUIDING QUESTIONS FOR MEDICAL OFFICERS
f) Status of dog bite cases in your community
1. How often do you encounter people that have been bitten by dogs?
2. What treatment do you offer for those victims?
3. In what state are they when they normally arrive at the clinic? 
4. Do you readily have rabies post exposure prophylaxis? 
5. How closely have you worked with the veterinary department and other stakeholders on the issue of dog bites and free-roaming dogs? 
g) Any other comments and questions 
10. Why do you think that free-roaming dogs are biting people in this community?
11. What do you think can be done to prevent future incidents of dog bites from free-roaming dogs? 
12. What advice can you give to the stakeholders such as research institutions, the Ministry of Health and the Ministry of Agriculture Animal Industry and Fisheries and 
13. Do you have any questions or concerns for this project? 

Thank you for taking your time to take part in this interview.
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