
 
 Supplementary Table 1: COREQ checklist
 
	Topic
	Guide questions/description
	Reported
	Location in manuscript (section, page no)

	Domain 1: Research item and reflexivity

	Personal Characteristics

	1. Interviewer/facilitator
	Which author/s conducted the interview or focus group?
	M. Maddimeshat
	Data collection and analysis
Line:1-3


	2. Credentials
	What were the researcher’s credentials? E.g. PhD, MD
	PhD Candidate
	Title page

	3. Occupation
	What was their occupation at the time of the study?
	 Researcher with background of research about psychiatric and Advanced Nurse with a long work experience in the psychiatric department
	Data collection and analysis
Line:1-2

	4. Gender
	Was the researcher male or female?
	Female
	-

	5. Experience and training
	What experience or training did the researcher have?
	At time of interviews researcher has two certificates about qualitative research and pass 3 credits about research method
	-

	Relationship with participants

	6. Relationship established
	Was a relationship established prior to study commencement?
	 Yes
	-

	7. Participant knowledge of the interviewer
	What did the participants know about the researcher? e.g., personal goals, reasons for doing the research
	All participants were made aware of the purposes and stages of the study, and their participation in the study was completely voluntary. They understood that the study was for X.
In addition, informed consent was also signed by the participants for audio recording.
	 Method, Ethical considerations
Page: 6
Line:4-6


	8. Interviewer characteristics
	What characteristics were reported about the interviewer/facilitator? e.g., Bias, assumptions,
reasons and interests in the research topic
	The researcher interest in psychiatric filed and conducted two quantitative study in psychiatric filed before and conducted one qualitative study.
	Data collection and analysis
Page: 6
Line:7-9




	Domain 2: study design
	

	Theoretical framework

	9. Methodological orientation and Theory
	What methodological orientation was stated to underpin the study? e.g., grounded theory,
discourse analysis, ethnography, phenomenology, content analysis
	The present study is a qualitative study based on a conventional content analysis approach
	Method, Design
Page :3
Line :1



	Participant selection

	10. Sampling
	How were participants selected? e.g., purposive, convenience, consecutive, snowball
	 By purposeful and theoretical sampling method we recruited 22 participants including working people with SMI, families, employers, and mental health team members who were willing to participate in the study. 
	Method, Participants
Page :3
Line:1-2

	11. Method of approach
	How were participants approached? e.g., face-to-face, telephone, mail, email
	Face to face and telephone approach
	Method, Data collection and analysis
Page :5



	12. Sample size
	How many participants were in the study?
	27 participants
	Method, Participants
Page :4
Line:15-17



	13. Non-participation
	How many people refused to participate or dropped out? Reasons?
	After 24 interviews, data saturation was reached. Three more interviews were also conducted to make sure no other code or category emerges. None of the participants were refused or dropped from the study
	Method, participants
Page :4
Line:21



	Setting

	14. Setting of data collection
	Where was the data collected? e.g., home, clinic, workplace
	we visited psychological wards of the Farshchian (Sina) Educational-Therapeutic Center affiliated to the Hamedan University of Medical Sciences, Iran. We also visited the participants’ workplaces, the Welfare Organization, and the Iranian Society Supporting People with Schizophrenia, which were all related to RTW. 

	Method, Study setting
Page: 3
Line:1-3


	15. Presence of non-participants
	Was anyone else present besides the participants and researchers?
	No
	-

	16. Description of sample
	What are the important characteristics of the sample? e.g., demographic data, date
	The inclusion criteria were people with definite diagnosis of SMI based on DSM5, being adult and conscious, having a job before developing SMI, being discharged from hospital, going through recovery, having at least one hour paid work (in cash or otherwise) for labor or service activities over the past week (as the minimum requirement for employment according to the International Labour Organization laws in Iran), nonstop working for at least 28 days after returning to work, and having the ability to communicate and express experiences, emotions, and reactions.
This study was conducted from 9 February to 20th December 2020.
	Method, Participants
Page: 4
Line:2-14


	Data collection

	17. Interview guide
	Were questions, prompts, guides provided by the authors? Was its pilot tested?
	Each interview started with an open general question. The participants were asked questions like “what made you came back to work?” and “what caused the delay in your RTW?” followed by probing questions like “please explain more.” The researcher also took note of her observations as field notes. Each interview lasted 30-45 min.
Two interviews were conducted as a pilot initiative and guide for the questions, which were not included in the analyses.
	Method, Data collection and analysis.
Page: 5
Line:3-7



	18. Repeat interviews
	Were repeat interviews carried out? If yes, how many?
	 Yes, to obtain deep information and follow-up RTW in working people with SMI, telephone and online interviews were also conducted along with face-to-face interviews. Totally, 40 interviews were conducted with 27 working people with SMI.
	

	19. Audio/visual recording
	Did the research use audio or visual recording to collect the data?
	Yes, Researcher use audio recording to collect the data
	Method, Ethical considerations
Page: 6
Line:5



	20. Field notes
	Were field notes made during and/or after the interview or focus group?
	The researcher also recorded her filed notes during the interviews and while attending the study settings. 
	Method, Data collection and analysis.
Page: 5
Line:8

	21. Duration
	What was the duration of the interviews or focus group?
	The interviews were conducted in places where the participants felt relaxed (e.g., the first researcher’s office). Each interview took 30-45 min on average and, totally, 40 interviews were conducted with 27 working people with SMI.
	Method, Data collection and analysis.
Page: 5
Line:10-11

	22. Data saturation
	Was data saturation discussed?
	We achieved data saturation after 19 interviews as no new data was obtained during the last three interviews.
	Method, Participants
Page :4
Line:21-22


	23. Transcripts returned
	Were transcripts returned to participants for comment and/or correction?
	In this study, the researchers’ long-term engagement, maximum diversity in sample selection, appropriate interaction with participants, integration of information, and checking the data by the participants helped to increase the credibility.
	Method, Data collection and analysis
Page: 5
Line:22-24



	Domain 3: analysis and findings

	24. Number of data coders
	How many data coders coded the data?
	In this study,
[bookmark: _Hlk38823449]confirmability was obtained by avoiding any bias, and reaching agreement on codes and themes by all research team members.
	Method, Data collection and analysis
Page: 5 line 25
Page: 6 line 1



	25. Description of the coding tree
	Did authors provide a description of the coding tree?
	The text of interviews was then transformed into smaller parts, the meaning units. Initial coding was then performed in which meaning units were label condensed by formulating codes. The codes were summarized, categorized, and generated. Eventually the categories formed the themes based on their similarities and differences. (Table 2)
	Method, Data collection and analysis.
Page: 8

	26. Derivation of themes
	Were themes identified in advance or derived from the data?
	Themes were derived from the data
	Method, Data collection and analysis.
Page: 8

	27. Software
	What software, if applicable, was used to manage the data?
	 Word and MAXQD (2018)
	Method, Data collection and analysis.
Page:5
Line: 19

	28. Participant checking
	Did participants provide feedback on the findings?
	 Yes, checking the data by the participants helped to increase the credibility.
	Method, Data collection and analysis.
Page:5
Line: 23-24



	Reporting
	
	
	

	29. Quotations presented
	Were participant quotations presented to illustrate the themes / findings? Was each
quotation identified? e.g. participant number
	Yes, category and subcategories were supported with direct quotes attributed to anonymized participant.
	Findings

	30. Data and findings consistent
	Was there consistency between the data presented and the findings?
	Yes, the researcher made a good pair between each quote with a code in findings and highlighted them in parentheses. Also, the findings presented in table help to clarity and consistency data
	Findings, text and table 2 

	31. Clarity of major themes
	Were major themes clearly presented in the findings?
	Yes, major themes presented Both in the text and in the table
	Findings, text and table 2  

	32. Clarity of minor themes
	Is there a description of diverse cases or discussion of minor themes?
	Yes. Researcher discussed summary findings, interpretations, similarities and different with other studies.
	Discussion



