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APPENDIX 1
Interview Protocol Form
Research Question: What are the perspectives of the circular economy in Kazakhstan
Date: 02.03.2023
Time: 19/10
Location: Aktobe, Kazakhstan.
Interviewee: Civil-engineer 
Notes to interviewee:
• Thank you for your participation. I believe your input will be valuable to this research.
• The interview will be audio recorded. The interview took about 10 minutes; 4 major questions were asked.
Transcript
Q: Can you explain what the circular economy is and why it's important?
A: The circular economy is a model of production and consumption that aims to keep resources in use for as long as possible, through reuse, repair, refurbishment, and recycling. It's based on the principle of closing the loop of the economy, by minimizing waste, reducing pollution, and promoting the sustainable use of resources. The circular economy is important because it offers a solution to the challenges of resource depletion, environmental degradation, and climate change, while also creating economic opportunities and promoting social inclusion.
Q: How does Kazakhstan currently approach the concept of circular economy, and what steps have been taken to promote this approach?
A: Kazakhstan has recently started to embrace the concept of the circular economy, recognizing its potential to address the country's economic, social, and environmental challenges. In 2020, Kazakhstan's Ministry of Ecology, Geology, and Natural Resources developed a roadmap for the transition to a circular economy, which includes measures to promote waste reduction, improve resource efficiency, and support the development of circular business models. The government has also established a Circular Economy Development Fund, which provides financing and technical assistance to circular economy projects.
Q: How do circular economy practices in Kazakhstan compare to those in other countries, and what lessons can be learned from international examples?
A: Kazakhstan is still at an early stage of adopting circular economy practices compared to other countries, such as the Netherlands, Finland, and Japan, which are considered leaders in this field. However, Kazakhstan can learn from the experiences of these countries in terms of policy development, stakeholder engagement, and business innovation. Kazakhstan can also leverage its strategic location and natural resources to become a regional hub for circular economy activities, particularly in the areas of mining, energy, and agriculture.
Q: What opportunities do circular economy practices offer for job creation and economic growth in Kazakhstan?
A: Circular economy practices offer significant opportunities for job creation and economic growth in Kazakhstan, particularly in the areas of waste management, recycling, and renewable energy. By embracing circular business models, Kazakhstan can create new value chains and markets, while also reducing its dependence on resource extraction and promoting local entrepreneurship. Moreover, circular economy practices can help to improve the country's competitiveness and reputation in the global market, as more consumers demand sustainable and ethical products and services.
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APPENDIX 2
Interview Protocol Form
Research Question: What are the perspectives of the circular economy in Kazakhstan?
Date: 02.03.2023
Time: 15/40
Location: Aktobe, Kazakhstan.
Interviewee: Teacher
Notes to interviewee:
• Thank you for your participation. I believe your input will be valuable to this research.
• The interview will be audio recorded. The interview took about 10 minutes; 4 major questions were asked.
Transcript
Q: Can you explain what the circular economy is and why it's important?
A: A circular economy is an economic model designed to minimize waste and maximize the use of resources. Its aim is to create a closed-loop system where products and materials are kept in use for as long as possible, and waste is minimized through the restoration of natural systems. The circular economy is important because it provides a more sustainable and resilient economic system that can address pressing environmental challenges such as climate change, resource scarcity, and pollution, which are very serious in our country. 
Q: How does Kazakhstan currently approach the concept of circular economy, and what steps have been taken to promote this approach?
A: Kazakhstan has acknowledged the importance of the circular economy and has taken some measures to promote this approach. In 2019, our country adopted a "Green Economy" concept that includes the development of circular economy practices. Kazakhstan has also developed a national roadmap for the transition to a circular economy by 2050 (Qazaqstan 2050 strategy). This includes initiatives such as waste reduction, increased recycling, and the promotion of sustainable production and consumption. 
Q: How do circular economy practices in Kazakhstan compare to those in other countries, and what lessons can be learned from international examples?
A: Kazakhstan is still in the early stages of developing circular economy practices compared to other countries, such as those in the European Union and specifically Scandinavian Countries. However, Kazakhstan has the potential to learn from the experiences of these countries and implement similar practices. For example, the EU's policy measures such as Extended Producer Responsibility could be useful for Kazakhstan's transition towards a circular economy, taking into account oir situation with good producers.
Q: What opportunities do circular economy practices offer for job creation and economic growth in Kazakhstan?
A: Circular economy has significant opportunities for job creation and economic growth in Kazakhstan. The adoption of circular economy practices can lead to the development of new industries and business models, such as the reuse and repair of products and the recycling of materials. 
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APPENDIX 3
Interview Protocol Form
Research Question: What are the perspectives of the circular economy in Kazakhstan
Date: 4.03.2023
Time: 14/25
Location: Aktobe, Kazakhstan.
Interviewee: Ecologist
Notes to interviewee:
• Thank you for your participation. I believe your input will be valuable to this research.
• The interview will be audio recorded. The interview took about 10 minutes; 4 major questions were asked.
Transcript
Q: Can you explain what the circular economy is and why it's important?
A: A circular economy is an economic system designed to keep resources in use for as long as possible, minimizing waste and maximizing the value of resources. It is based on the principles of designing out waste and pollution, keeping products and materials in use, and regenerating natural systems. A circular economy is important because it can help us address some of the world's most pressing environmental and social challenges, such as climate change, resource depletion, and social inequality. By reducing waste and pollution, a circular economy can help to conserve resources, reduce greenhouse gas emissions, and promote sustainable consumption and production practices.
Q: How does Kazakhstan currently approach the concept of circular economy, and what steps have been taken to promote this approach?
A: Kazakhstan has recognized the importance of the circular economy and has taken steps to promote this approach. The country's National Concept for Transition to a Green Economy, adopted in 2013, aims to create a sustainable, resource-efficient, and low-carbon economy. The concept includes measures to promote the circular economy, such as developing a waste management system based on the principles of the circular economy and promoting the use of renewable energy sources. Kazakhstan has also established a number of green technology parks and industrial zones to support the development of circular economy practices.
Q: How do circular economy practices in Kazakhstan compare to those in other countries, and what lessons can be learned from international examples?
A: The circular economy practices in Kazakhstan are still in the early stages of development, and the country has much to learn from international examples. Many countries in Europe, such as the Netherlands and Finland, have made significant progress in implementing circular economy principles. These countries have developed innovative business models, such as product-as-a-service and circular leasing, to promote the reuse of products and materials. They have also established circular economy hubs and networks to promote knowledge sharing and collaboration. Kazakhstan can learn from these examples and adapt these approaches to its own unique circumstances.
Q: What opportunities do circular economy practices offer for job creation and economic growth in Kazakhstan?
A: Circular economy practices offer significant opportunities for job creation and economic growth in Kazakhstan. By developing circular economy business models and technologies, the country can create new industries and markets, as well as improve resource efficiency and reduce waste. For example, the development of a circular construction industry could create new jobs in the design, construction, and renovation of buildings. Circular economy practices can also create new opportunities for innovation and entrepreneurship, leading to economic growth and development.
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APPENDIX 4
Interview Protocol Form
Research Question: What are the perspectives of the circular economy in Kazakhstan
Date: 28.03.2023
Time: 14/10
Location: Aktobe, Kazakhstan.
Interviewee: Student-1 
Notes to interviewee:
• Thank you for your participation. I believe your input will be valuable to this research.
• The interview will be audio recorded. The interview took about 10 minutes; 4 major questions were asked.
Transcript Q: Can you explain what the circular economy is and why it's important?
A: A circular economy is an economic system that aims to keep resources in use for as long as possible and minimize waste. It involves using sustainable production and consumption practices, such as recycling, repairing, and reusing materials, to create a closed loop of resource use. It is important because it can help to reduce waste, conserve resources, and mitigate the negative impacts of climate change.
Q: How does Kazakhstan currently approach the concept of circular economy, and what steps have been taken to promote this approach?
A: Kazakhstan has recognized the importance of the circular economy and has taken some steps to promote it. In 2020, the country adopted a roadmap for the transition to a circular economy, which includes measures to reduce waste, promote sustainable consumption and production, and encourage the use of renewable energy sources. Additionally, Kazakhstan has implemented a national program for the development of the waste management system, which aims to increase recycling and reduce waste generation.
Q: How do circular economy practices in Kazakhstan compare to those in other countries, and what lessons can be learned from international examples?
A: Kazakhstan is still developing and implementing its circular economy policies, but it has the opportunity to benefit from what other nations have learned. Kazakhstan, for instance, might gain knowledge from the policies and initiatives of the Netherlands, which has been a pioneer in the circular economy. One such initiative is the implementation of a circular procurement strategy that prioritizes sustainable and cutting-edge goods. China and Japan are two more nations that have successfully employed circular economy strategies that Kazakhstan may follow.
Q: What opportunities do circular economy practices offer for job creation and economic growth in Kazakhstan?
A: Practices that promote the circular economy present Kazakhstan with numerous potential for employment development and economic expansion.
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APPENDIX 5
Interview Protocol Form
Research Question: What are the perspectives of the circular economy in Kazakhstan
Date: 04.04.2023
Time: 21/20
Location: Aktobe, Kazakhstan.
Interviewee: Student-2
Notes to interviewee:
• Thank you for your participation. I believe your input will be valuable to this research.
• The interview will be audio recorded. The interview took about 10 minutes; 4 major questions were asked.
Transcript
Q: Can you explain what the circular economy is and why it's important?
A: A circular economy reduces material use, redesigns materials, products, and services to be less resource intensive, and recaptures “waste” as a resource to manufacture new materials and products.
Q: How does Kazakhstan currently approach the concept of circular economy, and what steps have been taken to promote this approach?
A: The circular economy's concepts, particularly in industry and agriculture, should be actively considered by Kazakhstan, the President of the Republic stated in June 2022. The Republic of Kazakhstan's National Development Plan, which covers the years up to 2025, already incorporates some of the ideas of the circular economy.
Q: How do circular economy practices in Kazakhstan compare to those in other countries, and what lessons can be learned from international examples?
A: Some nations, like Sweden, have successfully implemented circular economy initiatives, which include measures to promote recycling, the use of renewable energy sources, and the creation of novel resource recovery technology. Kazakhstan could take inspiration from these cases and implement comparable measures. 
Q: What opportunities do circular economy practices offer for job creation and economic growth in Kazakhstan?
A: According to the International Labour Office, when businesses adjust to replacing conventional methods of producing money by "extracting, making, using, and disposing," the shift to a circular economy might result in the creation of six million jobs globally. Additionally, it will generate new, decent jobs in Kazakhstan.
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APPENDIX 6
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