
Table 1. Comparison of clinical data between two groups of rectal cancer patients

Clinical data       Lap-taTME         Lap-TME          Statistics        P value

Sex, n (%)                                               (2=2.08         0.149
Male             42 (75)             31 (62)     
Female           14 (25)             19 (38)      
Height (cm)        164.09±6.68        161.68±6.40          t=1.89          0.061

BMI (kg/m2)        23.27±2.61         22.66±2.73          t=1.18          0.242
CEA (ng/mL)        6.08±12.76         5.74±6.29           t=1.72          0.863
Table 2. Comparison of pathological data between the two groups

Pathological data            Lap-taTME       Lap-TME        Statistics      P value

Distal margin, n (%)              0               0
Proximal margin, n (%)           0               0
CRM, n (%)                    0               0
Lymph nodes               14.59±7.91       14.42±2.92        t=0.15        0.880
pTNM stage, n (%)                                           (2=8.67        0.070
Stage 0                    2 (3.6)             0
Stage I                    23 (41.0)          10 (20)
Stage II                    14 (25)           20 (40)

Stage III                   15 (26.8)          19 (38)
Stage IV                    2 (3.6)            1 (2)
Table 3. Comparison of culture results between the two groups

Bacterial culture, n (%)     Lap-taTME     Lap-TME     Statistics     P value
Culture No.1                   0               0
Culture No.2                 6 (10.7)            NA
Culture No.3                 7 (12.5)            0           (2=4.82       0.028
Cumulative positive cases    11 (19.6)            0           (2=10.96      0.001
Table 4. Comparison of postoperative complications between the two groups
Postoperative complications, n (%)  Lap-taTME   Lap-TME   Statistics    P value
Anastomotic bleeding                 0              0
Pelvic infection                     4 (7.1)            0       (2=2.01     0.157

Anastomotic leakage                7 (12.5)          4 (8)      (2=0.58     0.448



