Appendix II: Studies ineligible following full-text review

1. Abbasi M, Abbasi T, Ghodarzi MT, Mohammadi A. Comparison of the side effects of blood transfusion between pre-storage filtration and post-storage filtration methods in thalassemia patients. Scientific Journal of Kurdistan University of Medical Sciences. 2013;18(1):85–93.
Reason for exclusion: Ineligible outcomes. The outcomes were signs/symptoms and non-diagnosis of RT.
2. Bilgin YM, Van De Watering LMG, Eijsman L, Versteegh MIM, Van Oers MHJ, Brand A. Is increased mortality associated with post‐operative infections after leukocytes containing red blood cell transfusions in cardiac surgery? An extended analysis. Transfusion Medicine. 2007;17(4):304–11.
Reason for exclusion: Ineligible comparator. The comparator was buffy-coat-depleted RBCs.
3. Federowicz I, Barrett BB, Andersen JW, Urashima M, Popovsky MA, Anderson KC. Characterization of reactions after transfusion of cellular blood components that are white cell reduced before storage. Transfusion. 1996;36(1):21–8.
Reason for exclusion: Ineligible leukoreduction methodology associated with eligible methodology. They used a mixed pre-storage leukoreduction methodology (apheresis and in-line filter).
4. Glenister KM, Sparrow RL. Level of platelet‐derived cytokines in leukoreduced red blood cells is influenced by the processing method and type of leukoreduction filter. Transfusion. 2010;50(1):185–9.
Reason for exclusion: Ineligible intervention. Different pre-storage filters were compared with each other and with buffy-coat depletion.
5. Klüter H, Bubel S, Kirchner H, Wilhelm D. Febrile and allergic transfusion reactions after the transfusion of white cell-poor platelet preparations. Transfusion. 1999;39(11):1179–84.
Reason for exclusion: Ineligible outcomes - outcome without comparation. The outcomes, such as non-hemolytic and febrile reactions, were more generic designations than those defined for this review.
6. Kwon JH, Han S, Jang JS, Lee KW, Ahn JH, Kim K, et al. Decrease in the Risk of Post-Transplant Hepatocellular Carcinoma Recurrence After the Conversion to Prestorage Leukoreduction for Transfused Red Blood Cells. Transplantation. 2020.
Reason for exclusion: Ineligible outcomes. The study evaluated the outcome of death during four years of cancer screening, while the interest in this review was in hospital death.
7. Llewelyn CA, Taylor RS, Todd AA, Stevens W, Murphy MF, Williamson LM. The effect of universal leukoreduction on postoperative infections and length of hospital stay in elective orthopedic and cardiac surgery. Transfusion. 2004;44(4):489–500.
Reason for exclusion: Ineligible comparator. The comparator was non-WBC-reduced RBCs before implementing universal leukoreduction.
8. Mishima Y, Tsuno NH, Matsuhashi M, Yoshizato T, Sato T, Ikeda T, et al. Effects of universal vs bedside leukoreductions on the alloimmunization to platelets and the platelet transfusion refractoriness. Transfusion and Apheresis Science. 2015;52(1):112–21.
Reason for exclusion: Ineligible leukoreduction methodology associated with eligible methodology. They used a mixed pre-storage leukoreduction methodology (apheresis and in-line filter).
9. Mortensen FV, Jensen LS, Sørensen HT, Pedersen L. Cause‐specific mortality associated with leukoreduced, buffy coat–depleted, or no blood transfusion after elective surgery for colorectal cancer: a posttrial 15‐year follow‐up study. Transfusion. 2011;51(2):259–63.
Reason for exclusion: Ineligible comparator. Pre-storage filters were compared with buffy-coat depletion.
10. Müller-Steinhardt M, Schlenke P, Wagner T, Klüter H. Transfusion of platelet concentrates from pooled buffy-coats: comparison of bedside vs. prestorage leukofiltration. 2000. 
Reason for exclusion: Ineligible outcomes. The outcome evaluated was platelet increment calculation.
11. Ohto H, Nomizu T, Kuroda F, Hoshi T, Rokkaku Y. HLA alloimmunization of surgical patients by transfusion with bedside leukoreduced blood components. Fukushima journal of medical science. 2003;49(1):45–54.
Reason for exclusion: Ineligible intervention. Bedside filter was compared with buffy-coat depletion.
12. Say B, Sari FN, Oguz SS, Degirmencioglu H, Arayici S, Kadioglu Simsek G, et al. Interleukin-6 and C-reactive protein load in pre-storage and post-storage white blood cell-filtered red blood cell transfusions in premature infants. Transfusion Medicine. 2015;25(3):170–3.
Reason for exclusion: Ineligible outcomes. The outcomes evaluated were levels of inflammatory components.
13. Seftel MD, Growe GH, Petraszko T, Benny WB, Le A, Lee C-Y, et al. Universal prestorage leukoreduction in Canada decreases platelet alloimmunization and refractoriness. Blood. 2004;103(1):333–9.
Reason for exclusion: Ineligible comparator. The comparator was the universal pre-filtration phase, which included patients who received post-storage filtration and also without leukoreduction.
14. Skånberg J, Lundholm K, Haglind E. Effects of blood transfusion with leucocyte depletion on length of hospital stay, respiratory assistance and survival after curative surgery for colorectal cancer. Acta Oncologica. 2007;46(8):1123–30.
Reason for exclusion: Ineligible comparator. Pre-storage filters were compared with buffy-coat depletion.
15. Sprogøe‐Jakobsen U, Saetre AM, Georgsen J. Preparation of white cell‐reduced red cells by filtration: comparison of a bedside filter and two blood bank filter systems. Transfusion. 1995;35(5):421–6.
Reason for exclusion: Ineligible outcomes. The outcomes analyzed were volume, hematocrit, total hemoglobin or full WBC content.
16. Vamvakas EC, Blajchman MA. Prestorage versus poststorage white cell reduction for the prevention of the deleterious immunomodulatory effects of allogeneic blood transfusion. Transfus Med Rev. 2000;14(1):23–33.
Reason for exclusion: Ineligible study design, as it was a literature review with an expert opinion on the subject.
17. Politis C, Stamoulis K, Grouzi E, Baka M, Apostolidou I, Baliaga S, et al. Adverse reaction associated with the transfusion of blood components processed with different methods: The impact of automated pre-storage leukocyte depletion. Transfus Med Rev. 2022;32(1):10-11.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Reason for exclusion: Missing data. Poster with insufficient data and no response from the main author.
