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DEPARTMENT OF GEOGRAPHY
FACULTY OF NATURAL AND MATHEMATICAL SCIENCES



	
Date: 28.05.2020

Respected Members of Editorial Board,
We are writing with reference to our research article submission entitled "Geography matters for sanitation! Spatial heterogeneity of the district-level correlates of open defecation in India". We believe that our manuscript meets the aims and scope of International Journal of Health Geographics. By focusing on the predictors of open defecation in India, it addresses a globally important topic of sanitation that has been included among the SDG´s targets. At the same time, our analysis is substantiated by the fact that India contributes to the global sanitation burden more than any other country worldwide. The vast majority of sanitation research so far concerned with the micro-level case studies and our analysis is one of a few studies examining sanitation drivers at the meso-scale level. 
To our best knowledge, it represents the first spatially explicit analysis of open defecation in India and the first analysis of spatial nonstationarity in the domain of sanitation research overall. We believe that it makes a scientifically original and practically important contribution to the existing literature on environmental and human health in general and sanitation in particular. 
Our article examines the social, economic and environmental determinants of open defecation in India. It emphasizes the ecological nature of sanitation phenomena related to its high dependence of sanitation on contextual specifics which is often missed in the previous literatures and a potential cause of substantial failure of sanitation interventions and achieving universal sanitation by 2030. Contextualization of sanitation could be a way forward and also a potential solution towards achieving higher sanitation uptakes and thus improving the environmental health in general and human health and wellbeing in particular.
The results confirmed the importance of some known factors influencing open defecation in India such as wealth (measured by assets ownership), water inaccessibility and literacy. It also shows that the representation of Muslims in population is negatively associated with open defecation rate, while this effect is amplified by population density. This is a new and interesting finding that indicates positive sanitation externalities stemming from the co-concentration of Muslim and non-Muslim populations.
Despite progress in global sanitation coverage, mankind is not on track to achieve the Sustainable Development Goal of eliminating OD and ensuring adequate sanitation for all by 2030. India has been a major contributor to the global sanitation burden. This paper’s study area concentrates 65% of all rural Indian households that practiced OD as per the 2011 Census. Our analysis demonstrated the notable spatial clustering and significant spatial non-stationarity of the examined variables. It means that research findings that ignore the spatial heterogeneity of sanitation drivers provide incomplete and potentially misleading information for practice. 
We look forward to hearing from you in due course.
Thanking you
Saurav Chakraborty
(Corresponding Author)



Request for waiver against our submission entitled 
“Geography matters for sanitation! Spatial heterogeneity of the district-level correlates of open defecation in India”:
Respected Sir, 
This is to bring you kind attention that, we (all authors from India) have conducted this entire study without any funding from any agency. The assistance from Dr. Josef Novotný, Charles University, Prague help us a lot and co-supervised us to complete this work. Dr. Novotný has offered us a small amount of funding as APC to publish this article, which only covers half (50%) of the total APC.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]Sir, as we (all authors from India) didn’t have any fund it will be difficult for us to manage the rest part of the APC (another 50%). On behalf of all my Co-Authors from India, here I am requesting you kindly consider our request for wavier (50%) against APC. We shall be really thankful if you kindly consider our request. 

Thanking you		
Saurav Chakraborty

Signature of all authors from India: 
Saurav Chakraborty 
Jadab Das
Aditi Bardahn
Srijanee Roy
Swikriti Mondal
Priyank Praven Patel
Sneha Santra
Indranil Maity
Rimi Biswas
Aparajita Maji
Suvamoy Pramanik


Author’s agreement
We the undersigned declare that the manuscript entitled "Geography matters for sanitation! Spatial heterogeneity of the district-level correlates of open defecation in India" is original, has not been full or partly published before, and is not currently being considered for publication elsewhere.
We confirm that the manuscript has been read and approved by all named authors and that there are no other persons who satisfied the criteria for authorship but are not listed. We further confirm that the order of authors listed in the manuscript has been approved by the undersigned.
Signature of all authors: 
Saurav Chakraborty 
Josef Novotný 
Jadab Das
Aditi Bardahn
Srijanee Roy
Swikriti Mondal
Priyank Praven Patel
Sneha Santra
Indranil Maity
Rimi Biswas
Aparajita Maji
Suvamoy Pramanik
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