Additional Table 1:  Additional Steps Proposed by Panellists in Round One
	Proposed step
	Number of respondents

	PRE-OPERATIVE PHASE
	

	Discuss decision to perform caesarean section with senior
	n = 1

	History and examination
	n = 3

	Consent for blood transfusion
	n = 1

	Assess the correct level of care/institution
	n = 6

	Inform anaesthetist
	n = 1

	Inform theatre team
	n = 1

	Assess appropriate skill level of team
	n = 5

	Assess haemoglobin level
	n = 1

	Assess appropriate theatre supplies and emergency blood
	n = 2

	Documentation of steps taken
	n = 1

	Pre-operative medication and antibiotic prophylaxis
	n = 5

	Assess contraceptive choice
	n = 3

	Assess fetal heart presence in theatre
	n = 2

	Surgical planning
	n = 3

	Assess placental location
	n = 1

	Vaginal examination in theatre if in childbirth
	n = 2

	Insert intravenous line and transurethral catheter
	n = 1

	Position in lateral tilt
	n = 1

	Infection prevention and control, skin and vaginal cleansing
	n = 3

	WHO surgical checklist
	n = 3

	
	

	INTRA-OPERATIVE PHASE
	

	Abdominal dissection
	n = 1

	Safe adhesiolysis
	n = 1

	Plan uterine entry before incision (presenting part, placenta previa/low or impacted head)
	n = 1

	Rapid clamping of bleeders
	n = 1

	Delayed cord clamping
	n = 1

	Cord blood gas if indicated
	n = 2

	Oxytocin bolus
	n = 2

	Send placenta for histology if indicated
	n = 1

	Compress lower uterine segment to limit bleeding
	n = 1

	Formally check if uterus is empty
	n = 2

	Check for lower segment uterine tears prior to suturing
	n = 1

	Consider exteriorisation of uterus if needed
	n = 2

	Ensure uterus is contracted
	n = 2

	Ensure haemostasis
	n = 2

	Ensure bladder clear from sutures
	n = 1

	Inspection of abdominal cavity and examination of the uterus for injury
	n = 2

	Consider closure of the parietal peritoneum in special cases
	n = 2

	Check swabs and instruments
	n = 1

	Approximation sutures if fat layer >2 cm
	n = 1

	Wound dressing
	n = 2

	
	

	POST-OPERATIVE PHASE
	

	Check if uterus is well contracted
	n = 4

	Complete surgical safety check list before leaving theatre
	n = 2

	Baby friendly steps, keep with mother, initiate breastfeeding
	n = 2

	Anaesthetic report
	n = 1

	Monitor vital signs
	n = 6

	Monitor for signs of intra-abdominal bleeding
	n = 6

	Postoperative risk assessment for thromboprophylaxis/antibiotics/postpartum haemorrhage
	n = 4

	Review analgesia
	n = 2

	Maternal mental health assessment
	n = 1

	Mobilise early
	n = 1

	Plan for subsequent childbirth
	n = 1



Additional Table 2: Results of Delphi Rounds Two and Three
	
	
	Second Delphi Round
	
	Third Delphi Round
	

	
	Step
	N
	Mean
	95% CI
	
	N
	Mean
	95% CI
	Interpretation

	PRE-OPERATIVE PHASE

	1
	Decision making to perform CS
	
	Essential step

	2
	Discuss decision with senior
	20
	5.30
	[4.77 – 5.83]
	
	19
	2.11
	[1.75 – 2.46]
	Recommended or sub-step

	3
	History and examination
	20
	6.30
	[5.87 – 6.73]
	
	19
	2.74
	[2.47 – 3.01]
	Recommended or sub-step

	4
	Counselling and consent of patient
	
	Essential step

	5
	Consent for blood transfusion
	20
	6.20
	[5.68 – 6.20]
	
	19
	2.74
	[2.47 – 3.01]
	Recommended or sub-step

	6
	Preoperative risk assessment
	
	Essential step

	7
	Assess the correct level of care/institution
	20
	6.25
	[5.88 – 6.62]
	
	19
	2.47
	[2.14 – 2.81]
	Recommended or sub-step

	8
	Inform anaesthetist
	20
	6.60
	[6.25 – 6.95]
	
	
	
	
	Essential step

	9
	Inform theatre team
	19
	6.52
	[6.09 – 6.96]
	
	
	
	
	Essential step

	10
	Assess appropriate skill level of team
	20
	6.15
	[5.77 – 6.53]
	
	19
	2.53
	[2.23 – 2.82]
	Recommended or sub-step

	11
	Assess haemoglobin level
	20
	6.60
	[6.32 – 6.88]
	
	
	
	
	Essential step

	12
	Assess appropriate theatre supplies and emergency blood
	20
	5.60
	[5.02 – 6.18]
	
	19
	2.42
	[2.18 – 2.67]
	Recommended or sub-step

	13
	Documentation of steps taken
	20
	6.20
	[5.71 – 6.69]
	
	19
	2.47
	[2.18 – 2.77]
	Recommended or sub-step

	14
	Preoperative medication and antibiotic prophylaxis
	20
	6.70
	[6.39 – 7.01]
	
	
	
	
	Essential step

	15
	Assess contraceptive choice
	20
	6.00
	[5.57 – 6.43]
	
	19
	2.37
	[2.08 – 2.66]
	Recommended or sub-step

	16
	Assess foetal heart presence in theatre
	20
	5.30
	[4.55 – 6.05]
	
	19
	2.42
	[2.09 – 2.75]
	Recommended or sub-step

	17
	Surgical planning
	20
	6.05
	[5.58 – 6.52]
	
	19
	2.68
	[2.45 – 2.91]
	Recommended or sub-step

	18
	Assess placental location
	20
	5.95
	[5.51 – 6.39]
	
	19
	2.63
	[2.39 – 2.87]
	Recommended or sub-step

	19
	Vaginal examination in theatre if in childbirth
	20
	5.20
	[4.51 – 5.89]
	
	19
	2.47
	[2.18 – 2.77]
	Recommended or sub-step

	20
	Insert intravenous line and transurethral catheter
	20
	6.20
	[5.68 – 6.72]
	
	19
	2.74
	[2.47 – 3.01]
	Recommended or sub-step

	21
	Position in lateral tilt
	20
	5.90
	[5.35 – 6.45]
	
	19
	2.68
	[2.40 – 2.96]
	Recommended or sub-step

	22
	Infection prevention and control, skin and vaginal cleansing
	20
	6.45
	[6.01 – 6.89]
	
	
	
	
	Essential step

	23
	WHO surgical checklist
	20
	6.55
	[6.16 – 6.94]
	
	
	
	
	Essential step

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	INTRA-OPERATIVE PHASE
	

	24
	Skin incision
	
	Essential step

	25
	Abdominal dissection
	20
	5.10
	[4.36 – 5.84]
	
	19
	2.37
	[2.04 – 2.70]
	Recommended or sub-step

	26
	Rectus sheath opening
	20
	5.30
	[4.67 – 5.93]
	
	19
	2.74
	[2.52 – 2.95]
	Essential step

	27
	Peritoneal opening
	20
	5.15
	[4.48 – 5.82]
	
	19
	2.68
	[2.45 – 2.91]
	Recommended or sub-step

	28
	Safe adhesiolysis
	20
	5.35
	[4.60 – 6.10]
	
	19
	2.53
	[2.23 – 2.82]
	Recommended or sub-step

	29
	Bladder reflection
	20
	5.65
	[5.10 – 6.20]
	
	19
	2.58
	[2.33 – 2.82]
	Recommended or sub-step

	30
	Plan uterine entry before incision (presenting part, placenta previa/low or impacted head)
	20
	6.35
	[6.00 – 6.70]
	
	
	
	
	Essential step

	31
	Uterine incision
	
	Essential step

	32
	Amniotomy
	19
	4.73
	[4.18 – 5.29]
	
	19
	2.05
	[1.75 – 2.35]
	Recommended or sub-step

	33
	Foetal delivery
	
	Essential step

	34
	Rapid clamping of bleeders
	20
	5.15
	[4.42 – 5.88]
	
	19
	2.47
	[2.14 – 2.81]
	Recommended or sub-step

	35
	Delayed cord clamping
	19
	6.00
	[5.57 – 6.43]
	
	19
	2.68
	[2.45 – 2.91]
	Recommended or sub-step

	36
	Cord blood gas if indicated
	19
	5.57
	[5.02 – 6.14]
	
	19
	2.32
	[2.04 – 2.60]
	Recommended or sub-step

	37
	Oxytocin bolus
	20
	6.30
	[5.92 – 6.68]
	
	18
	2.72
	[2.44 – 3.01]
	Recommended or sub-step

	38
	Placental delivery
	
	Essential step

	39
	Send placenta for histology if indicated
	18
	5.44
	[4.72 – 6.17]
	
	19
	2.21
	[1.91 – 2.51]
	Recommended or sub-step

	40
	Compress lower uterine segment to limit bleeding
	19
	4.21
	[3.50 – 4.92]
	
	19
	1.79
	[1.45 – 2.13]
	Excluded

	41
	Formally check if uterus is empty
	20
	5.55
	[4.85 – 6.25]
	
	19
	2.74
	[2.52 – 2.95]
	Essential step

	42
	Check for lower segment uterine tears prior to suturing
	20
	5.65
	[5.02 – 6.28]
	
	19
	2.84
	[2.66 – 3.02]
	Essential step

	43
	Consider exteriorisation of uterus if needed
	20
	5.25
	[4.54 – 5.96]
	
	19
	2.21
	[1.91 – 2.51]
	Recommended or sub-step

	44
	Uterine closure
	
	Essential step

	45
	Ensure uterus is contracted
	20
	6.15
	[5.74 – 6.56]
	
	19
	2.89
	[2.74 – 3.05]
	Essential step

	46
	Ensure haemostasis
	20
	6.30
	[5.96 – 6.64]
	
	19
	3.00
	N/a
	Essential step

	47
	Check visceral damage/bladder clear from sutures
	20
	5.95
	[5.35 – 6.55]
	
	19
	2.74
	[2.52 – 2.95]
	Essential step

	48
	Inspection of abdominal cavity and examination of the uterus for injury
	20
	5.35
	[4.67 – 6.03]
	
	19
	2.42
	[2.14 – 2.71]
	Recommended or sub-step

	49
	Consider closure of the parietal peritoneum in special cases
	19
	4.57
	[3.91 – 5.25]
	
	19
	1.79
	[1.45 – 2.13]
	Excluded

	50
	Check swabs and instruments
	20
	6.75
	[6.49 – 7.01]
	
	
	
	
	Essential step

	51
	Rectus sheath closure
	20
	5.50
	[4.73 – 6.27]
	
	19
	2.58
	[2.25 – 2.91]
	Recommended or sub-step

	52
	Approximation sutures if fat layer >2 cm
	19
	5.73
	[5.12 – 6.36]
	
	19
	2.53
	[2.23 – 2.82]
	Recommended or sub-step

	53
	Skin closure
	
	Essential step

	54
	Wound dressing
	18
	5.55
	[4.94 – 6.18]
	
	19
	2.63
	[2.34 – 2.92]
	Recommended or sub-step

	
	

	POST-OPERATIVE PHASE

	55
	Check uterus is well contracted
	20
	6.10
	[5.58 – 6.62]
	
	19
	2.79
	[2.59 – 2.99]
	Essential step

	56
	Complete surgical safety checklist before leaving theatre
	20
	6.05
	[5.54 – 6.56]
	
	19
	2.68
	[2.36 – 3.01]
	Recommended or sub-step

	57
	Baby friendly steps, keep with mother, initiate breastfeeding
	19
	6.05
	[5.51 – 6.60]
	
	19
	2.63
	[2.39 – 2.87]
	Recommended or sub-step

	58
	Note making
	
	Essential step

	59
	Anaesthetic report
	20
	5.80
	[5.26 – 6.34]
	
	19
	2.47
	[2.10 – 2.85]
	Recommended or sub-step

	60
	Nursing and postoperative instruction
	
	Essential step

	61
	Monitor vital signs
	20
	5.85
	[5.26 – 6.44]
	
	19
	2.84
	[2.66 – 3.02]
	Essential step

	62
	Monitor for signs of intra-abdominal bleeding
	20
	5.95
	[5.41 – 6.49]
	
	19
	2.58
	[2.29 – 2.87]
	Recommended or sub-step

	63
	Postoperative risk assessment for thromboprophylaxis/antibiotics/postpartum haemorrhage
	20
	6.10
	[5.62 – 6.58]
	
	19
	2.68
	[2.45 – 2.91]
	Recommended or sub-step

	64
	Review analgesia
	20
	5.90
	[5.42 – 6.38]
	
	19
	2.63
	[2.39 – 2.87]
	Recommended or sub-step

	65
	Postoperative clinical review
	
	Essential step

	66
	Maternal mental health assessment
	19
	5.15
	[4.51 – 5.81]
	
	19
	2.11
	[1.79 – 2.42]
	Recommended or sub-step

	67
	Mobilise early
	19
	6.05
	[5.61 – 6.49]
	
	19
	2.63
	[2.34 – 2.92]
	Recommended or sub-step

	68
	Plan for subsequent childbirth
	19
	5.68
	[5.23 – 6.14]
	
	19
	2.47
	[2.18 – 2.77]
	Recommended or sub-step



