Supplementary Tables
Table1 Analysis of variance table for Response Surface Quadratic Model of EPS production
	Source
	Sum of

Squares
	df
	Mean

Square
	F Value
	p-value

Prob > F

	Model
	16517.70
	9
	1835.30
	36.73
	<0.0001**

	A-Temperature
	106.07
	1
	106.07
	2.12
	0.1885

	B-Time
	1183.41
	1
	1183.41
	23.68
	0.0018**

	C- Inoculation amount
	3071.32
	1
	3071.32
	61.47
	0.0001**

	AB
	129.39
	1
	129.39
	2.59
	0.1516

	AC
	1555.51
	1
	1555.51
	31.13
	0.0008**

	BC
	608.36
	1
	608.36
	12.18
	0.0101**

	A2
	2867.04
	1
	2867.04
	57.38
	0.0001**

	B2
	662.32
	1
	662.32
	13.26
	0.0083**

	C2
	5471.86
	1
	5471.86
	109.51
	<0.0001**

	Residual
	349.75
	7
	49.96
	
	

	Lack of Fit
	153.31
	3
	51.10
	1.04
	0.4653

	Pure Error
	196.44
	4
	49.11
	
	

	Cor Total
	16867.46
	16
	
	
	

	Correlation coefficient
	R2=0.9793
	R2Adj=0.9526


Note: * * The difference was very significant (p < 0.01); * The difference was significant (0.01 < p < 0.05).
 Table2 Analysis of variance table for Response Surface Quadratic Model of titratable acidity of fermented yogurt
	Source
	Sum of

Squares
	df
	Mean

Square
	F Value
	p-value

Prob > F

	Model
	455.67
	9
	50.63
	24.28
	0.0002**

	A-Temperature
	9.05
	1
	9.05
	4.34
	0.0757

	B-Time
	17.70
	1
	17.70
	8.49
	0.0225

	C- Inoculation amount
	38.24
	1
	38.24
	18.34
	0.0036**

	AB
	53.29
	1
	53.29
	25.56
	0.0015**

	AC
	17.43
	1
	17.43
	8.36
	0.0233*

	BC
	6.55
	1
	6.55
	3.14
	0.1195

	A2
	143.54
	1
	143.54
	68.84
	<0.0001

	B2
	87.98
	1
	87.98
	42.20
	0.0003

	C2
	50.66
	1
	50.66
	24.30
	0.0017

	Residual
	14.60
	7
	2.09
	
	

	Lack of Fit
	7.32
	3
	2.44
	1.34
	0.3790

	Pure Error
	7.27
	4
	1.82
	
	

	Cor Total
	470.26
	16
	
	
	

	Correlation coefficient
	R2=0.9690
	R2Adj=0.9291


Note: * * The difference was very significant (p < 0.01); * The difference was significant (0.01 < p < 0.05).


