The Pest Management Attitude scale: a tool for measuring consensus between experts and practitioners in invasion biology
Appendix 1

Introduction
Dear participant,
The purpose of this questionnaire is to assess attitudes towards the control of invasive alien species among experts (researchers, practitioners) in Italy. This study is part of the Master's thesis of Alberto Stefanuto, a student at the Department of Biological, Geological, and Environmental Sciences at the University of Bologna. The research is conducted under the supervision of Professor Maria Vallisneri (University of Bologna, supervisor), Dr. Emiliano Mori (National Research Council, co-supervisor), and Dr. Jacopo Cerri (University of Turin, co-supervisor). The following questionnaire is divided into three sections, and its completion should take approximately 10 minutes.

Privacy Statement
All the informations collected through this questionnaire are exclusively intended for statistical analysis, including electronic tools, conducted by the University of Bologna for Alberto Stefanuto's Master's thesis. Data will be handled in compliance with the Italiana Personal Data Protection Code (Legislative Decree 196/03). The data will be collected electronically, extracted, and processed by Alberto Stefanuto and Dr. Jacopo Cerri. The Data Controller is the University of Bologna. Alberto Stefanuto (University of Bologna) is responsible for software management and usage, and data extraction. Dr. Jacopo Cerri (University of Turin), Dr. Emiliano Mori (National Research Council), and Professor Maria Vallisneri (University of Bologna) are responsible for data processing.
The questionnaire is not anonymous, as participants' identities are necessary to understand the response rate and sample characteristics. However, the study authors commit not to disclose the data to third parties unless anonymized. Requests to exercise the rights under Article 7 of Legislative Decree 196/03 should be directed, before data deletion or anonymization, to alberto.stefanuto@studio.unibo.it.










Control of Invasive Alien Species
To start, we would like to ask you a few questions to better understand your thoughts regarding the control of invasive alien species. If you wish to review the definition, you can consult the following link: https://www.lifeasap.eu/index.php/it/specie-aliene-invasive/cosa-sono

Please, indicate your level of agreement with the following statement by selecting one option.
1. Invasive alien species are a significant conservation problem. (Mark only one oval)
[ ] Totally Disagree
[ ] Disagree
[ ] Somewhat Disagree
[ ] Neutral
[ ] Somewhat Agree
[ ] Agree
[ ] Totally Agree

2. The benefit of invasive alien species control outweigh the risks to native species. (Mark only one oval)
[ ] Totally Disagree
[ ] Disagree
[ ] Somewhat Disagree
[ ] Neutral
[ ] Somewhat Agree
[ ] Agree
[ ] Totally Agree

3. Investment in invasive alien species control is beneficial for future generations. (Mark only one oval)
[ ] Totally Disagree
[ ] Disagree
[ ] Somewhat Disagree
[ ] Neutral
[ ] Somewhat Agree
[ ] Agree
[ ] Totally Agree

4. Invasive alien species control is less important than other conservation issues. (Mark only one oval)
[ ] Totally Disagree
[ ] Disagree
[ ] Somewhat Disagree
[ ] Neutral
[ ] Somewhat Agree
[ ] Agree
[ ] Totally Agree

5. Invasive alien species control has unknown side effects. (Mark only one oval)
[ ] Totally Disagree
[ ] Disagree
[ ] Somewhat Disagree
[ ] Neutral
[ ] Somewhat Agree
[ ] Agree
[ ] Totally Agree

6. Invasive alien species control interferes with nature. (Mark only one oval)
[ ] Totally Disagree
[ ] Disagree
[ ] Somewhat Disagree
[ ] Neutral
[ ] Somewhat Agree
[ ] Agree
[ ] Totally Agree

7. Not enough invasive alien species control is being done already. (Mark only one oval)
[ ] Totally Disagree
[ ] Disagree
[ ] Somewhat Disagree
[ ] Neutral
[ ] Somewhat Agree
[ ] Agree
[ ] Totally Agree


Nature Conservation: why?
Thank you for responding to the first section. Now, we would like to know your thoughts on nature conservation.

8. Nature is important for the contribution it can provide to the pleasure and well-being of human beings. (Mark only one oval)
[ ] Totally Disagree
[ ] Disagree
[ ] Somewhat Disagree
[ ] Neutral
[ ] Somewhat Agree
[ ] Agree
[ ] Totally Agree

9. We should protect nature for the well-being of plants and animals rather than for the well-being of human beings. (Mark only one oval)
[ ] Totally Disagree
[ ] Disagree
[ ] Somewhat Disagree
[ ] Neutral
[ ] Somewhat Agree
[ ] Agree
[ ] Totally Agree

10. The happiness and survival of the human species are less important than a healthy planet. (Mark only one oval)
[ ] Totally Disagree
[ ] Disagree
[ ] Somewhat Disagree
[ ] Neutral
[ ] Somewhat Agree
[ ] Agree
[ ] Totally Agree

11. Nature conservation is important, even when it reduces the standard of living for people. (Mark only one oval)
[ ] Totally Disagree
[ ] Disagree
[ ] Somewhat Disagree
[ ] Neutral
[ ] Somewhat Agree
[ ] Agree
[ ] Totally Agree


Sezione 3 – A Few Final Questions

To conclude, we would like to ask you a few final questions to better understand your background and identify the characteristics of the participants. We would like to remind you that the authors of the study are committed to not disseminating the data to third parties, except after anonymizing them.
For each of the following groups of organisms, please indicate if you have studied and/or worked with invasive alien species in Italy.

12. Have you ever studied (or worked with) species of mammals that are alien and invasive in Italy?
[ ] yes
[ ] no

13. Have you ever studied (or worked with) species of birds that are alien and invasive in Italy?
[ ] yes
[ ] no

14. Have you ever studied (or worked with) species of amphibians that are alien and invasive in Italy?
[ ] yes
[ ] no

15. Have you ever studied (or worked with) species of reptiles that are alien and invasive in Italy?
[ ] yes
[ ] no

16. Have you ever studied (or worked with) species of freshwater fish that are alien and invasive in Italy?
[ ] yes
[ ] no

17. Have you ever studied (or worked with) species of freshwater invertebrates that are alien and invasive in Italy?
[ ] yes
[ ] no

18. Have you ever studied (or worked with) species of terrestrial invertebrates that are alien and invasive in Italy?
[ ] yes
[ ] no

19. Have you ever studied (or worked with) marine organisms that are alien and invasive in Italy?
[ ] yes
[ ] no

20. Have you ever studied (or worked with) species of plants that are alien and invasive in Italy?
[ ] yes
[ ] no

21. If you have participated in any projects related to the management of invasive alien species, either in Italy or abroad, could you please provide details in the space below?
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________

22. Thank you for participating in the study! If you would like to leave an email address to receive information about the results of the analysis, please write it in the space below:
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________

