 Supplementary Table 2. Demographic and anthropometric characteristics in children living with HIV
	 
	Males
	Females
	p-value

	 
	n=117
	n=101
	 

	Socio-demographics
	 
	 
	 

	Chronological age (years), mean (SD)
	12.6 (2.5)
	12.1 (2.4)
	 0.16

	Socio-economic status, n (%)
	 
	 
	 0.042

	  Group 1: low
	43 (36.8)
	44 (43.6)
	 

	  Group 2: middle
	33 (28.2)
	37 (36.6)
	 

	  Group 3: high
	41 (35.0)
	20 (19.8)
	 

	Orphanhood: One or both parents dead n (%)
	46 (39.3)
	46 (45.5)
	0.41

	Anthropometry
	 
	 
	 

	Height (cm), mean (SD)
	139.8 (12.3)
	138.6 (13.0)
	0.49

	Height for age z-score, mean (SD)
	-1.8 (1.1)
	-1.5 (1.1)
	0.097

	Stunting (height for age z-score<-2), n (%)
	43 (36.8)
	28 (27.7)
	0.19

	Weight (kg), mean (SD)
	34.0 (12.7)
	34.5 (13.9)
	0.78

	Weight for age z-score, mean (SD)
	-1.6 (1.2)
	-1.3 (1.1)
	0.023

	Underweight (weight for age z-score<-2, n (%)
	40 (34.2)
	22 (21.8)
	0.051

	BMI (kg/m2), mean (SD)
	16.5 (1.4)
	17.2 (2.4)
	0.010

	BMI for age z-score, mean (SD)
	-0.8 (0.9)
	-0.6 (0.9)
	0.040

	Wasting (BMI for age z-scores<-2, n (%)
	9 (7.7)
	5 (5.0)
	0.58

	Pubertal status
	 
	 
	0.19

	  Tanner I
	47 (40.2)
	47 (46.5)
	 

	  Tanner II
	30 (25.6)
	13 (12.9)
	 

	  Tanner III
	19 (16.2)
	22 (21.8)
	 

	  Tanner IV
	17 (14.5)
	16 (15.8)
	 

	  Tanner V
	4 (3.4)
	3 (3.0)
	 

	Lifestyle factors
	 
	 
	 

	Physical activity level, n (%)
	 
	 
	 0.17

	  Low, <600 MET mins/week
	49 (41.9)
	53 (52.5)
	 

	  Moderate, 600-3000 MET mins/week
	26 (22.2)
	23 (22.8)
	 

	  High, >3000 MET mins/week
	42 (35.9)
	25 (24.8)
	 

	Daily vitamin D intake, n (%)
	 
	 
	 0.87

	  Very low, <4.0 μg/day
	5 (4.3)
	6 (5.9)
	 

	  Low, 4.0-5.9 μg/day
	69 (59.0)
	60 (59.4)
	 

	  Moderate, 6.0-8.0 μg/day
	43 (36.8)
	35 (34.7)
	 

	Daily calcium intake, n (%)
	 
	 
	 0.87

	  Very low, <150 mg/day
	51 (43.6)
	45 (44.6)
	 

	  Low, 150-299 mg/day
	24 (20.5)
	23 (22.8)
	 

	  Moderate, 300–450 mg/day
	42 (35.9)
	33 (32.7)
	 

	HIV Characteristics
	 
	 
	 

	Age at diagnosis, n (%)
	 
	 
	 0.70

	   <4 years exposure
	69 (59.0)
	63 (62.4)
	 

	   4-7.9 years
	36 (30.8)
	25 (24.8)
	 

	   8-12 years
	8 (6.8)
	10 (9.9)
	 

	   >12 years
	4 (3.4)
	3 (3.0)
	 

	Age at ART initiation, n (%)
	 
	 
	 0.45

	   <2 years
	30 (25.6)
	29 (28.7)
	 

	   2-3.9 years
	27 (23.1)
	27 (26.7)
	 

	   4-8 years
	42 (35.9)
	26 (25.7)
	 

	   >8 years
	18 (15.4)
	19 (18.8)
	 

	ART duration, n (%)
	 
	 
	 0.38

	   2-6 years
	26 (22.2)
	27 (26.7)
	 

	   6-10 years
	68 (58.1)
	61 (60.4)
	 

	   >10 years
	23 (19.7)
	13 (12.9)
	 

	CD4 count, <500 cells per μL
	25 (21.4)
	18 (17.8)
	0.61

	Viral load, >1000 RNA copies per ml
	24 (20.5)
	22 (21.8)
	0.87

	Tenofovir exposure
	 
	 
	0.98

	   No tenofovir
	79 (67.5)
	70 (69.3)
	 

	   <4 years exposure
	24 (20.5)
	20 (19.8)
	 

	   4 years+ exposure
	14 (12.0)
	11 (10.9)
	 

	Bone age measures
	 
	 
	 

	Bone age, mean (SD)
	11.2 (2.3)
	11.1 (2.5)
	0.82

	Skeletal maturity deviation, n (%)
	-1.4 (1.4)
	-1.0 (1.3)
	0.037

	Skeletal maturity delay, n (%)
	35 (29.9)
	20 (19.8)
	0.12


Student t-tests conducted on continuous variables and chi-squared tests on categorical variable. MET - multiples of the resting metabolic rate SD- Standard deviation. Skeletal maturity deviation-difference between bone age and chronological age. Skeletal maturity delay: skeletal maturity deviation </=-2 years
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