Supplementary Table 1 – Comparison of the characteristics of patients with Rheumatoid Arthritis with interstitial lung disease versus those without interstitial lung disease (n=203).
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	Interstitial lung disease
	P-value

	
	Yes (34)
	No (165)
	

	Women
	27 (79.4%)
	148 (89.7%)
	0.142

	Use of synthetic DMARDs
	31 (60.9%)
	160 (72.2%)
	0.139

	Use of biological DMARDs
	25 (73.5%)
	90 (54.5%)
	0.065

	Corticosteroids
	
	
	0.931

	Is using
	14 (41.2%)
	65 (39.4%)
	

	Used in the past
	19 (55.9%)
	93 (56.4%)
	

	Never used
	1 (2.9%)
	7 (4.2%)
	

	Previous Anti-TNF use
	19 (55.9%)
	75 (45.5%)
	0.346

	high titer PCR
	15 (44.1%)
	66 (40.0%)
	0.703

	VHS high titles
	25 (73.5%)
	131 (79.4%)
	0.494

	DAS-28 PCR, average
	2.8 (± 1.2) *
	2.8 (± 1.3) *
	0.895

	DAS-28 VHS , medium
	3.6 (± 1.4) *
	3.5 (± 1.4) *
	0.787

	SDAI, average
	16.2 (± 11.7) *
	15.9 (± 11.3) *
	0.883

	Elevated rheumatoid factor
	25 (73.5%)
	69 (41.8%)
	0.001

	High anti-CCP
	20 (58.8%)
	77 (46.7%)
	0.258

	Smoker present
	10 (29.4%)
	39 (23.6%)
	0.514

	Associated comorbidities
	23 (67.6%)
	118 (71.5%)
	0.681

	Joint and/or respiratory symptoms
	33 (97.1%)
	131 (79.4%)
	0.012


*Standard deviation in parentheses.
Anti-CCP: antibodies against cyclic citrullinated peptide; Anti-TNF: Anti-tumor necrosis factor antibody; DAS-28 CRP: Disease Activity Score-28 for rheumatoid arthritis calculated by serum CRP level; DAS-28 ESR: Disease Activity Score-28 for rheumatoid arthritis calculated by serum ESR level; DMCD: Disease-modifying medications; PCR: polymerase chain reaction; SDAI: Simplified Disease Activity Index; ESR: erythrocyte sedimentation rate.
Source: data collected by the author.	





Supplementary Table 2 – Comparison of the characteristics of patients with Rheumatoid Arthritis with lower airway involvement versus those without (n=203).
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	Airway Involvement
	P-value

	
	Yes (52)
	No (147)
	

	Women
	36 (76.6%)
	109 (92.4%)
	0.008

	Use of synthetic DMCD
	36 (69.2%)
	105 (71.4%)
	0.764

	Use of biological DMCD
	30 (57.7%)
	85 (57.8%)
	0.987

	Corticosteroids
	
	
	0.992

	Is using
	21 (40.4%)
	58 (39.5%)
	

	Used in the past
	29 (55.8%)
	83 (56.5%)
	

	Never used
	2 (3.8%)
	6 (4.1%)
	

	Previous use Anti-TNF
	23 (44.2%)
	71 (48.3%)
	0.613

	high positive PCR
	25 (48.1%)
	56 (38.1%)
	0.208

	high positive VHS
	39 (75.0%)
	117 (79.6%)
	0.489

	DAS-28 PCR, average
	2.9 (± 1.3) *
	2.7 (± 1.3) *
	0.612

	DAS-28 VHS , medium
	3.5 (± 1.3) *
	3.5 (± 1.4) *
	0.907

	SDAI, average
	15.3 (± 11.2) *
	16.1 (± 11.4) *
	0.643

	Rheumatoid factor high titers
	32 (61.5%)
	62 (42.2%)
	0.016

	Anti-CCP high titers
	31 (59.6%)
	66 (44.9%)
	0.068

	Smoker
	16 (30.8%)
	33 (22.4%)
	0.231

	Associated comorbidities
	42 (80.8%)
	99 (67.3%)
	0.067


*Standard deviation in parentheses.
Anti-CCP: antibodies against cyclic citrullinated peptide; Anti-TNF: Anti-Tumor Necrosis Factor antibody; DAS-28 CRP: Disease Activity Score-28 for rheumatoid arthritis calculated by serum CRP level; DAS-28 ESR: Disease Activity Score-28 for rheumatoid arthritis calculated by serum ESR level; DMCD: Disease-modifying medications; PCR: polymerase chain reaction; SDAI: Simplified Disease Activity Index; ESR: erythrocyte sedimentation rate.
Source: data collected by the author.	
