
Dear Editor:

Thank you for your consideration of our manuscript “Current Smoking with or without Chronic Bronchitis is Independently Associated with Goblet Cell Hyperplasia in Healthy Smokers and COPD Subjects: An Analysis of the SPIROMICS Cohort.” This is the first study that demonstrates the complex interrelationship between chronic bronchitis, smoking, and goblet cell hyperplasia in a large cohort of extensively characterized smokers with and without airflow obstruction.  We showed that goblet cell hyperplasia is related more so to current smoking as opposed to the presence or absence of chronic bronchitis.  These findings suggest that current smoking causes goblet cell hyperplasia before chronic bronchitis develops or independently from chronic bronchitis.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]We hope that you find this manuscript of interest to Respiratory Research.  Thank you once again.  Please contact me with any questions or concerns.

Sincerely,

Victor Kim, MD, ATSF, FAASM
Professor of Medicine
Department of Thoracic Medicine and Surgery
Lewis Katz School of Medicine at Temple University
3401 North Broad Street 
785 Parkinson Pavilion
Philadelphia, PA 19140
(215) 707-9929 (office)
(215)707-6867(fax)
