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Table 3. Trends in drug control from 2010 to 2020.
Source: b Juha Helenius, Police Statistics (Police College of Finland) personal communication February 2022
Source: c Katja Pihlainen (Finnish Medicines Agency) personal communication February 2022

image1.emf
Drug control Predicted Observed DesirabilityIndicator Trend Source

Drug use and possession for own use is no longer illegal in 2020. – – | Are illegal; however, the 

Police has instructions for 

conditions under which 

they can refrain from 

action.

33

Use and possession of cannabis is no longer illegal in 2020. | – | Same as other drugs; see 

above.

33

| Survey: the use of 

cannabis must be 

punishable

2010: 69%, 2014: 58%, 

2018: 58%

16

In practice, use and possession of cannabis is no longer punished in 2020. | | | 33

+ Police statistics: 

number of notices 

given for use or 

possession

2017: 242, 2018: 801, 

2019: 1522, 2020: 1473

b

+ Police statistics: 

number of 

treatment 

counseling 

notifications

2010-2018: average 552 

per year, 2019-2022: 

average 4073 per year

b

Home growing cannabis for own use is no longer punishable in 2020. | – | No change in legislation 

from 2010 to 2020.

na

– Survey: growing 

cannabis must be 

punishable

2010: 81%, 2014: 76%, 

2018: 75%

16

The amount of new psychoactive substances diminish considerably due to 

new legislation speeding up their classification as illegal.

– |  ++ NPS detected in the 

Customs laboratory

2010: 49, 2012: 105, 2020: 

130

c

The Police no longer needs a court order to access telecommunications of 

suspected drug dealers.

| – | No change in legislation 

from 2010 to 2020.

na

A prison sentence due to drugs ordered by a court can be transformed 

into doing time in an intoxicant care institution.

+ |  + No change in legislation 

from 2010 to 2020. Pilot 

project started in 2021.

34


