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	Antenatal corticosteroids
	

	
	No
	Yes
	P-value*

	Total number
	1 477
	10 435
	

	Chorioamnionitis, n (%)
	39 (2.6)
	496 (4.8)
	<0.001

	Cesarean section, n (%)
	953 (64.5)
	7 736 (74.1)
	<0.001

	Female, n (%)
	705 (47.7)
	5 107 (48.9)
	0.384

	Gestational age, n (%)
	
	
	0.526

	23 0/7 – 23 6/7 weeks
	54 (3.7)
	315 (3.0)
	

	24 0/7 – 24 6/7 weeks
	99 (6.7)
	722 (6.9)
	

	25 0/7 – 25 6/7 weeks
	157 (10.6)
	1 013 (9.7)
	

	26 0/7 – 26 6/7 weeks
	204 (13.8)
	1 398 (13.4)
	

	27 0/7 – 27 6/7 weeks
	271 (18.3)
	1 855 (17.8)
	

	28 0/7 – 28 6/7 weeks
	329 (22.3)
	2 373 (22.7)
	

	29 0/7 – 29 6/7 weeks
	363 (24.6)
	2 759 (26.4)
	

	Grade 3/4 IVH, n (%)
	146 (9.9)
	464 (4.4)
	<0.001

	PDA requiring medical treatment, n (%)
	80 (5.4)
	303 (2.9)
	<0.001

	PDA requiring surgical treatment, n (%)
	44 (3.0)
	242 (2.3)
	0.121

	Days of mechanical ventilation, median (IQR)
	2 (0, 8)
	1 (0, 5)
	<0.001

	Inotrope use, n (%)
	258 (17.5)
	1 217 (11.7)
	<0.001

	Medical NEC, n (%)
	23 (1.6)
	185 (1.8)
	0.554

	Surgical NEC, n (%)
	12 (0.8)
	61 (0.6)
	0.294

	Intestinal perforation, n (%)
	16 (1.1)
	92(0.9)
	0.444

	Culture positive late onset sepsis, n (%)
	148 (10.0)
	974 (9.3)
	0.398

	Dexamethasone for ≥ 10 days, n (%)
	101 (6.8)
	732 (7.0)
	0.803

	BPD, n (%)
	
	
	0.206

	Grade 1
	323 (21.9)
	2 479 (23.8)
	

	Grade 2
	240 (16.2)
	1 571 (15.1)
	

	Grade 3
	28 (1.9)
	244 (2.3)
	

	Stage 3/4 ROP, n (%)
	70 (4.7)
	462 (4.4)
	0.587

	ROP requiring treatment, n (%)
	37 (2.5)
	266 (2.5)
	0.920

	PVL, n (%)
	72 (4.9)
	261 (2.5)
	<0.001

	Length of stay
	76 (60, 97)
	75 (59, 96)
	0.405

	*Chi-squared test for categorical variables, Student’s t-test for parametric variables, Wilcoxon’s rank sum test for non-parametric continuous variables
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	Gestational age
	23 0/7 to 24 6/7 weeks
	25 0/7 to 26 6/7 weeks
	27 0/7 to 29 6/7 weeks

	Antenatal corticosteroids
	No
	Yes
	P-value
	No
	Yes
	P-value
	No
	Yes
	P-value

	Birth measurement

	Weight percentile
	57.2 (42.5, 72.8)
	50.5 (34.5, 65.9)
	0.003
	60.0 (40.2, 75.9)
	53.5 (30.9, 72.5)
	0.002
	58.4 (29.2, 79.4)
	53.8 (28.1, 76.2)
	0.009

	Length percentile
	60.6 (38.4, 75.8)
	50.8 (30.1, 67.4)
	0.017
	59.3 (43.1, 79.0)
	52.7 (28.6, 73.0)
	<0.001
	58.8 (31.8, 75.5)
	51.5 (31.1, 72.5)
	0.002

	Head circumference percentile
	65.1 (38.6, 84.3)
	51.7 (36.1, 72.6)
	0.005
	63.2 (38.7, 77.9)
	52.8 (36.9, 76.7)
	0.017
	62.0 (37.1, 83.3)
	55.8 (36.2, 75.3)
	0.013

	Discharge measurement

	Weight percentile
	56.3 (25.9, 71.3)
	51.6 (30.4, 73.4)
	0.819
	53.3 (33.9, 75.6)
	55.8 (31.5, 77.3)
	0.719
	52.0 (29.8, 73.4)
	54.9 (31, 76.1)
	0.108

	Length percentile
	53.1 (32.3, 70.6)
	48.0 (26, 70.5)
	0.409
	52.2 (31.3, 73.3)
	49.1 (26.7, 71.5)
	0.108
	48.8 (26.1, 69.2)
	49.4 (26.6, 70.2)
	0.498

	Head circumference percentile
	43.0 (22.2, 67.5)
	44.0 (22.5, 62.6)
	0.585
	42.6 (24.4, 63.3)
	43.0 (22.6, 64.2)
	0.942
	39.4 (19.0, 60.6)
	41.9 (21.9, 62.0)
	0.042

	Data presented as median (interquartile range).
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	Preeclampsia/eclampsia/
HELLP syndrome
	No
	Yes

	Antenatal corticosteroids
	No
	Yes
	P-value
	No
	Yes
	P-value

	Birth measurement

	Weight percentile
	63.1 (42.5, 80.0)
	58.6 (37.9, 77.1)
	<0.001
	20.9 (11.4, 56.0)
	24.6 (10.1, 45.6)
	0.663

	Length percentile
	61.6 (43.1, 78.4)
	57.4 (36.4, 74.6)
	<0.001
	37.8 (15.2, 67.4)
	32.2 (14.8, 53.3)
	0.111

	Head circumference percentile
	63.8 (39.7, 83.3)
	62.0 (37.2, 76.7)
	<0.001
	38.9 (17.1, 65.5)
	37.9 (20.7, 63.8)
	0.499

	Discharge measurement

	Weight percentile
	56.2 (33.9, 76.0)
	59.3 (36.0, 78.9)
	0.010
	41.8 (15.6, 57.7)
	34.4 (17.1, 57.1)
	0.683

	Length percentile
	53.3 (32.1, 72.5)
	53.3 (31.1, 73.0)
	0.985
	31.8 (15.2, 53.7)
	32.1 (14.4, 54.5)
	0.931

	Head circumference percentile
	42.5 (21.6, 62.0)
	44.4 (24.9, 64.4)
	0.007
	30.9 (16.3, 59.5)
	32.5 (14.5, 53.1)
	0.729

	Data presented as median (interquartile range).
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	Fetal growth restriction
	No
	Yes

	Antenatal corticosteroids
	No
	Yes
	P-value
	No
	Yes
	P-value

	Birth measurement

	Weight percentile
	61.9 (40.1, 79.2)
	57.1 (35.9, 76.2)
	<0.001
	13.6 (7.9, 39.3)
	10.2 (4.1, 24.8)
	0.066

	Length percentile
	61.5 (38.8, 78.0)
	53.3 (35.6, 73.3)
	<0.001
	24.0 (7.9, 44.5)
	16.9 (6.2, 37.6)
	0.511

	Head circumference percentile
	63.4 (38.7, 83.3)
	62.0 (37.7, 76.7)
	<0.001
	37.9 (9.0, 50.6)
	25.1 (9.6, 49.0)
	0.656

	Discharge measurement

	Weight percentile
	55.5 (34.5, 74.9)
	58.4 (35.8, 78.1)
	0.007
	20.1 (8.6, 39.4)
	20.2 (8.0, 38.9)
	0.877

	Length percentile
	52.8 (30.6, 71.7)
	52.6 (31.1, 72.1)
	0.73
	22.2 (9.5, 39.4)
	18.2 (5.9, 37.7)
	0.282

	Head circumference percentile
	42.7 (22.3, 63.5)
	44.7 (25.4, 64.3)
	0.028
	21.1 (5.9, 39.4)
	17.6 (6.5, 38.5)
	0.944

	Data presented as median (interquartile range).




