SUPPLEMENTARY S3
Titration procedure
In our previous experiment on metacognition, monkeys were tested with the apparatus set up at different levels: a low-cost level at which the subject would be willing to look inside the tubes often (between 50% and 75% of trials, regardless of the condition), and a high-cost level at which the subject would not look too often (between 25% and 50% of trials). Because we wanted to investigate whether monkeys’ unnecessary looks in the obvious condition might be explained by a lack of inhibition, and because monkeys tended to reduce unnecessary looks in the high-cost condition, we tested the monkeys’ inhibition with the apparatus set up at a low-cost level. Hence, at the beginning of each session, a titration procedure was used to determine the appropriate low-cost level. The procedure was the same as the one used to test metacognition: a food reward that can be either low- or high-quality was hidden inside one of the four tubes in either an obvious or ambiguous manner. Immediately after hiding the reward, the experimenter (E) removed the transparent panel, allowing the subject to select a tube. For the titration process, a four-tube apparatus was set up at the level most often used for low-cost conditions in previous metacognitive tests. Each subject was given eight trials (half obvious, half ambiguous, and using low- and high-quality rewards). If a) the monkey looked inside the tubes in less than 50% of the obvious trials, the apparatus was raised from one level, and E gave four trials again; b) the monkey looked in every trial, the apparatus was lowered from one level, and E gave four trials. This was repeated until we reached the level where the monkey looked between 50% and 75% of obvious trials.
This step also taught the monkeys that they could look inside the tube(s) while the screen was lowered. In the previous metacognition experiment, the final 60 mm of the screen was covered with an opaque black band that occluded the tubes’ holes. This may have conditioned the monkeys to wait until the screen was removed before looking inside the tubes. To ensure the monkeys understood that they could look inside the tube through the transparent screen, we used a completely transparent screen even during titration. Before proceeding to the inhibition test, we ensured that they looked inside the tubes while the screen was lowered.
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