Table S4 Clinical characteristics of 174 ESCC patients according α-SMA expression
	
	α-SMA score
	

	Characteristics
	Positive
	Negative 
	p value

	Age
	
	
	0.841

	≤ 60
	38 (28.1%)
	10 (25.6%)
	

	[bookmark: OLE_LINK7][bookmark: OLE_LINK8]> 60
	97 (71.9%)
	29 (74.4%)
	

	Gender
	
	
	0.187

	female 
	31 (23.0%)
	5 (12.8%)
	

	male 
	104 (77.0%)
	34 (87.2%)
	

	Tumor location
	
	
	0.747

	upper
	11 (8.1%)
	4 (10.3%)
	

	middle/lower
	124 (91.9%)
	35 (89.7%)
	

	Primary tumor length (cm)
	
	
	0.700

	≤5
	92 (68.1%)
	25 (64.1%)
	

	>5
	43 (31.9%)
	14 (35.9%)
	

	Differentiation
	
	
	0.881

	well 
	11 (8.1%)
	4 (10.3%)
	

	moderate 
	89 (65.9%)
	24 (61.5%)
	

	poor 
	35 (25.9%)
	11 (28.2%)
	

	Vessel invasion
	
	
	0.645

	negative
	108 (80.0%)
	33 (84.6%)
	

	positive
	27 (20.0%)
	6 (15.4%)
	

	Nerve invasion
	
	
	0.677

	negative
	102 (75.6%)
	28 (71.8%)
	

	positive
	33 (24.4%)
	11 (28.2%)
	

	Depth of invasion
	
	
	0.795

	T2
	20 (14.8%)
	5 (12.8%)
	

	T3
	111 (82.2%)
	32 (82.1%)
	

	T4a
	4 (3.0%)
	2 (5.1%)
	

	Lymph node metastasis
	
	
	0.983

	N0
	41 (30.4%)
	13 (33.3%)
	

	N1
	78 (57.8%)
	22 (56.4%)
	

	N2
	12 (8.9%)
	3 (7.7%)
	

	N3
	4 (3.0%)
	1 (2.6%)
	

	UICC (7th ed) TNM
	
	
	0.656

	Ⅱ
	39 (28.9%)
	13 (33.3%)
	

	Ⅲ
	92 (68.1%)
	24 (61.5%)
	

	Ⅳa
	4 (3.0%)
	2 (5.1%)
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