Online Resource 3 Descriptive statistics and comparison (t–tests) of the species diversity and functional composition of the studied Nardus and chalk grasslands.
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	Mean
	SE
	Min.
	Max.
	Mean
	SE
	Min.
	Max.
	t10
	Sig.

	No. of plant species
	18.7
	1.6
	12
	22
	26.0
	2.2
	19
	32
	–2.69
	*

	Shannon Index (H')
	11.8
	1.9
	4.7
	16.6
	27.6
	2.3
	20.8
	36.2
	–5.37
	***

	Forbs (% cover)
	49.7
	7.4
	21.7
	68.8
	60.0
	3.9
	47.3
	76.7
	–1.23
	ns

	Graminoids (% cover)
	41.7
	5.2
	31.1
	60.6
	17.6
	2.6
	11.3
	29.7
	4.17
	**

	Legumes (% cover)
	8.6
	2.9
	0.0
	17.7
	22.4
	3.6
	12.0
	37.3
	–2.98
	*

	SE = standard error of the mean, Min. = minimum, Max. = maximum, t10 = Student's t value with ten degrees of freedom, ns = not significant, * = P < 0.05, ** = P < 0.01, *** = P < 0.001.




