
TABLE 2. Respiratory mechanics, Gas exchange and Hemodynamics in the different experimental PEEP-settings.

	
	Low PEEP
	High PEEP
	p
	

	Respiratory Mechanics
	
	
	
	

	VT, ml/Kg (PBW)
	6.8 [6.5-7]
	6.8 [6.5-7]
	NS
	

	RR , breaths/min
	25 [22-30]
	25 [22-30]
	NS
	

	PEEPTOT, cmH2O
	5
	20[18-21]
	<0.0001
	

	PEEPi;st , cmH2O
	-
	-
	NS
	

	PPEAK, cmH2O
	25 [24-27]
	35 [34-36]
	<0.0001
	

	PPLAT , cmH2O
	16 [15-20]
	29 [28-30]
	<0.0001
	

	CRS, ml/CmH2O
	33.2 [23-42]
	41 [32-50]
	0.0379
	

	Ventilatory Ratio
	2.3 [2.4-2.9]
	2.6 [2.2-3.1]
	0.617
	

	Stress Index
	0.93 [0.82-0.97]
	1.02 [1-1.03]
	0.001
	

	AOP
	-
	-
	
	

	Gas Exchange
	
	
	
	

	pH
	7.36 [7.3-7.4]
	7.36 [7.3-7.4]
	NS
	

	PaCO2, mmHg
	57 [54-59]
	61 [52-64]
	0.691
	

	FiO2, %
	1
	1
	NS
	

	PaO2/FiO2, mmHg
	108 [99-122]
	167 [150-203]
	<0.001
	

	Hemodynamics
	
	
	
	

	Heart Rate, beats/min
	100 [96-103]
	114 [92-125]
	0.113
	

	MAP, mmHg
	79 [68-92]
	61 [56-70]
	0.002
	

	CO, L/min
	3.9 [3.5-4.2]
	3 [2.8-3.4]
	<0.001
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


Data are show as median [Inter Quartile Range] 
Definition of abbreviation: VT = tidal volume; PBW= predicted body weight; RR = respiratory rate; PEEPTOT= total applied positive end-expiratory pressure; PEEPi;st= static intrinsic applied positive end-expiratory pressure; PPEAK= peak end-inspiratory airway pressure; PPLAT plateau end-inspiratory airway pressure; CRS= compliance of respiratory system; AOP = Airways Opening Pressure; PaCO2 = arterial partial carbon dioxide pressure; PaO2 = arterial partial oxygen pressure; FiO2 = inspiratory oxygen fraction; MAP= mean arterial pressure; CO= cardiac output.

