Supplementary methods
Nasopharyngeal and oropharyngeal swab collection
Immediately after the sampling procedure, nasopharyngeal or oropharyngeal swabs in the Netherlands were placed in liquid Amies transport medium (ESwab 482C, Copan, Brescia, Italy) and within 8 h transported to the diagnostic laboratory. In England nasopharyngeal swabs were placed in skim-milk, tryptone, glucose and glycerol (STGG) broth and delivered to a diagnostic laboratory within 48 h.
