Highlights
· The annual mean weight of all components of litter in historic city of Yazd was 4056.56 g for eldar pine and 4106.67 g for umbrella elm.  
· The greatest fall of pine needles was recorded in September and in November for umbrella elm trees which should be taken into account in terms of management.

· The specific leaf area of ​​elm and pine was calculated to be 169.38 and 29.96 cm2/g, respectively. The leaf area index for pine and elm species was 0.91 and 7.99, respectively. 

· Although pines are called evergreens, they produce a lot of litter during one year that is comparable with broadleaved trees like umbrella elm.. 

· [bookmark: _GoBack]Considering the planting spacing in Iran, the litter production is estimated to be 1.622 to 4.507 ton.ha-1 for eldar pine and 1.642 to 4.562 ton.ha-1 for umbrella elm trees respectively. Hence we recommend to revise the mixing ratio of conifers in plantations to reduce the litter collecting costs besides increasing the soil productivity. 

