Table S1. Baseline characteristics of 369 patients with N3M0 nasopharyngeal carcinoma.
	Characteristics
	IC=3 (n=263)
	IC=4 (n=106)
	P value

	
	No. (%)
	No. (%)
	

	Gender
	
	
	0.791

	 Female
	68 (25.9%)
	26 (24.5%)
	

	 Male
	195 (74.1%)
	80 (75.5%)
	

	Age (years)
	
	
	0.111

	  < 45
	110 (41.8%)
	54 (50.9%)
	

	≥ 45
	153 (58.2%)
	52 (49.1%)
	

	Histology
	
	
	0.583

	II
	18 (6.8%)
	9 (8.5%)
	

	III
	245 (93.2%)
	97 (91.5%)
	

	T category
	
	
	0.136

	T1
	49 (18.6%)
	29 (27.4%)
	

	T2
	67 (25.5%)
	31 (29.2%)
	

	T3
	110 (41.8%)
	33 (31.1%)
	

	T4
	37 (14.1%)
	13 (12.3%)
	

	IC regimen
	
	
	< 0.001

	 GP
	194 (73.8%)
	95 (89.6%)
	

	 TP
	69 (26.2%)
	11 (10.4%)
	

	CCTC
	
	
	< 0.001

	1
	22 (8.4%)
	26 (24.5%)
	

	2
	219 (83.3%)
	79 (74.5%)
	

	3
	22 (8.4%)
	1 (0.9%)
	


[bookmark: _GoBack]Abbreviations: CCTC = concurrent chemotherapy cycles; GP = gemcitabine with platinum; TP = paclitaxel or docetaxel with platinum; IC = induction chemotherapy. 

