Appendix 2: FRR empirical reports from the grey literature 
Through additional search of the grey literature (i.e., not peer-reviewed), we identified three empirical reports on FRR, two of which were over 20 years old as-of the time of writing. These two older reports are described below. 
First, the US General Accounting Office collected administrative court data from six states (1969-2001) on granted FRR actions resulting from either direct FRR petitioning, expungements, official pardons, or set asides (1). They found that data was often unavailable or was collected irregularly over time, prohibiting rigorous analyses or generalizability of findings. Still, they reviewed n=538 completed FRR actions and found that only n=3 individuals granted FRR had a subsequent criminal conviction. From state-to-state-, the reporting time period varied dramatically from one to 25 years based on state-level data availability (1). Results suggest that FRR may not be consistently documented in centralized state databases.
Second, the Violence Policy Center reviewed FRR requests that were submitted to the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives (ATF), 1982-1992 (2). ATF allegedly processed more than 22,000 FRR requests during this 10-year period, of which they estimate about a third were granted. Among those granted FRR petitions from 1985-1992, the Violence Policy Center determined that n=69 individuals were subsequently re-arrested, although it’s unclear how many people were followed and for how long (2). It is important to note that this ATF mechanism for FRR was discontinued in 1992 and is no longer active. 
Finally, the article in the New York Times described how many FRR cases were granted in the state of Washington from 1995-2010 (3). Details on the findings are described in the main body of the brief report. 
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