Additional file 1. Further methodological details
Data collection
[bookmark: _GoBack]Extraction of SRs. The SRs were extracted from each of the 100 Overviews from the original dataset [1], which were published from 2012 to 2016 [2-101].  This was done by manually checking the results section for included SRs in each Overview. If they were not clearly referenced, we checked the text, tables, and figures to identify the included SRs. This process was carried out by one  reviewer (LH). Any uncertainties were discussed with the senior author (DP). We did not check the included SRs against any SR definition, while we acknowledge that the term systematic review is ill-defined [102] and there might be differences across Overviews. Primary studies were not extracted.
Characteristics of the Overviews used to generate the SR dataset. We retrieved the following background data on the Overviews: the number of named databases searched, the name of each database searched, and the number of SRs included (Table 1). 
Table 1. Summary characteristics of included Overviews
	
	Median
	IQR
	Range

	Databases searched
	6
	4-8
	1-17

	SRs included per Overview
	16
	9-24.5
	3-107



Definition of SR subsets. To group the SRs into subsets, we tagged each SR with the Overview from which it originated. The name of each topic was retrieved from the Overview title.
Dealing with updated SRs. In case the databases included updated SRs (as would be expected for Cochrane reviews, for example), the updated SR was counted as included, even if the author group had changed. 
Statistical analysis
Characteristics of the Overviews used to generate the SR dataset. We used descriptive statistics (median, interquartile range (IQR), and range) to present numerical characteristics of the sample of Overviews. 
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