Appendix D: Displays
	The role of scientific experts

	Scope

	Climate scientists
	Climate journalists
	Citizens

	First and foremost, I must speak about facts, well, I have to speak about the results that I have produced myself. Climate scientist (female, postdoc) Group 4


But who should then provide the answers to how to solve this problem if it is not the ones who … if it is not the climate scientists? Citizen (neutral, female, early retiree, 60s)

Yes, but it is another climate scientist. It is a bit like when you go up to the doctor and say you have knee pain, and you need to have surgery. Then it isn’t the doctor who looked at your knee, it is another doctor, and that is where things often go wrong. Climate scientist (male, professor) Group 11



	Well, for my part it unfortunately becomes a bit of, you know, a trite point, well to me it is really all about whether you are talking about something that is within your specialty. Climate journalist (male, niche media, medium experience) Group 2


Well, a good example here in the interview is actually that in relation to IPCC I interviewed someone about methane, who knows something about methane and ice and all that, right? But then she shouldn’t comment on agriculture and methane emissions from cows and all such things, because it isn’t, it isn’t something that she knows anything about. Climate journalist (male, niche media, long experience)

But that can … I actually think that it happens more and more often, well that someone like Mernild [Danish climate scientist] speaks about something that he basically does not know anything about. Well, where you … and that I think is actually a bit of a problem. Climate journalist (female, nationwide media, short experience) Group 1

	Is it a kind of humility towards their own …? (Moderator)

It must be something with knowing your own limits, right? Citizen (climate conscious, female, 40s, 
sustainability consultant) Group 13


[…] So that is problematic, I think. Then another scientist is needed […] So in that way I don’t think that he should conclude something about anything he has not studied. Citizen (neutral, male, 20s, engineer) Group 14


Well, I think that he [a fictive climate scientist in a sorting exercise] should provide the conclusion to what he has studied and then he should not start to connect it to everything else, then he must just let it stand alone […] Citizen (climate sceptic, female, 20s, student) Group 7

	Certainty

	Climate scientists
	Climate journalists
	Citizens

	[…] Well, it [climate scepticism] is like when people come and say that the world is flat or that the earth is flat. Well to me that is a claim that is not tenable. We have enough evidence that, ehm, and there is a certain … well to me it is also … well we can continue to discuss these things and well as you said it is 5000 to 2. Climate scientist (male, professor) Group 13 


	I remember that I was a little bit climate sceptical the first year […] But then I was very quickly pretty convinced by reading different reports and speaking to different scientists that we bear the primary guilt for this, right, and then it has occurred to me, well, the magnitude is enormous regarding what climate change does and we are to blame for it and … I have developed a very, very strong impression bordering on evidence that we are 100 percent responsible for the climate changes that are ongoing right now […] Climate journalist (male, nationwide media, long experience) Group 1





	Science must seek the truth. Citizen (climate sceptic, male, 60s, geological consultant) 
Yes! Citizen (neutral, female, 40s, clerk) Group 8


Well, the prime minister has an opinion about something. Nobody has an opinion about that curve. How much CO2 or how much the temperature will increase. Citizen (climate conscious, female, 40s, nature interpreter)
[…]
There is not widespread about it. That is rubbish. Climate scientist (male, professor)
No. There really isn’t. There isn’t.  Citizen (climate conscious, female, 40s, nature interpreter) Group 13




	The role of citizens’ experience-based input

	Climate scientists
	Climate journalists
	Citizens

	That is what citizens can do. They can maybe say something about how it is experienced out there in some way, and that is also relevant […] Climate scientist (female, senior scientist) Group 15


Well, it depends, it depends a bit on the subject. If the subject is the scientific facts, then it is pretty important that you have a decent idea about how science works, ehm. If the subject is which personal choices you can make in this regard and how you can contribute to solve the climate then, then, then, ehm, then I would maybe think that you would be better able to say that everybody can participate. So, I will say that it really depends on the subject. Climate scientist (male, associate professor) Group 11 


But I think that it is a big problem if people start to speak about something that they don’t know anything about. That pertains both to citizens and to us. So, if you start to come with absolute statements, ehm, with quantitative statements, ehm, then it is a problem, whether it regards the climate or, or what should you say, the natural scientific aspect of the climate or the societal. Climate scientist (male, associate professor) Group 15


So, should we really expect … is it reasonable to expect that citizens are competent in terms of scientific questions? (Moderator)

I think that the most important cue is that they must appreciate the importance of the research. Climate scientist (male, professor) Group 6
	I want the word consequence experts. Climate journalist (male, nationwide media, long experience)

Yes. (Moderator)

[Explains the concept of consequence expert] How does it affect my every day? It may very well be that you are not educated to be an expert, but you are an expert in the consequences that it presents you with.  Climate journalist (male, nationwide media, long experience) Group 11


No but well I am probably in agreement with what has been said already. Well, I think that you should use the citizens if the citizens can be used to put a face on some topics. Use their stories to illustrate what is going on.  Climate journalist (male, freelancer, short experience)

Yes, simply as cases.  Climate journalist (female, nationwide media, long experience)

Simply as cases, yes.  Climate journalist (male, freelancer, short experience) Group 3


But I am a bit like … I don’t know … Were you asking whether there should be an exchange between the citizen and the scientists? Because then I anyway doubt that some research project about the climate, ehm … At least if you are speaking about the development of climate models and that sort and examinations and treatment of data and so on, then I don’t think that a major …  Climate journalist (male, freelancer, long experience) Group 2
	Well, can you use a citizen as expert? Let’s say that an engineer or someone who is not a scientist, but who has read all the climate reports and has built an extensive knowledge about the climate. Can you use him as an expert? (Moderator)

No, no. Unfortunately.  Climate journalist (male, nationwide media, long experience)

A citizen is an expert in being a citizen. Citizen (neutral, female, 60s, early retiree) Group 11


Yes, you can ask the citizens: What is your experience? Well, that is a whole other thing than that you are generally supposed to have an opinion about everything.  Citizen (climate conscious, female, 50s, outdoor consultant) Group 14


Well, but with regard to a field of research … Well, yes, well, it is not just for fun that you study for five years to learn something and then it is a bit too much if a citizen or a politician comes up and thinks he is much smarter. I think that is too provocative. Citizen (climate sceptic, male, 60s, geological consultant) Group 8 


Well, I think that I have read about ice core, ehm, drillings and have watched films and think that … But I would never start to call myself anything approaching an expert. You need to be careful with such things. Citizen (neutral, female, 50s, primary school teacher) Group 12





	Quality-assuring knowledge claims

	The traditional media as gatekeepers

	Climate scientists
	Climate journalists
	Citizens

	We have good journalists in Denmark, who work with the climate professionally and who are not climate science experts, but who still know very much about the area, and they can, they can call a bluff. When somebody says something stupid, then they are able to pose some good counter-questions. Climate scientist (male, associate professor) Group 4


So, journalists, they are interpreters. Have you also said mediators? (Moderator)

They can also be critics. They can perform a kind of criticism and play us out against each other to a certain extent. Get more angles on the same thing.  Climate scientist (male, associate professor) Group 5

	What about something like curator, well? There is a lot of information that we discard. Climate journalist (male, niche media, short experience)
[…]
Yes, yes. I also feel like saying something with navigating or something like that.  Climate journalist (male, niche media, short experience)

Yeah, yeah.  Climate journalist (female, nationwide media, long experience)

But, ehm, I can’t exactly … I think curator is the best word really.  Climate journalist (male, niche media, short experience) Group 10


Must they [climate journalists] be experts? (Moderator)

No! Climate scientist (male, professor) 

But they can be fact-checkers, as was mentioned earlier. We are actually supposed to be that.  Climate journalist (male, nationwide media, long experience) Group 11
	[…] I think that we are dependent on, well, we can’t all go out and investigate and verify all the knowledge we are presented with. In that regard we need to trust that the people who are working professionally with these things and are really committed, together are able to create a picture that is so realistic that we can relate to it, because we don’t have the ability to do that. Citizen (neutral, male, 60s, priest) Group 9


But I will say the whole technology surrounding it, it has made it easier to write. It was far more cumbersome back in the day to write an opinion piece to a newspaper or something. Well, you, you … But that also means that people are much more inclined to do something without having any prior considerations.   And there I think you have a great problem. Citizen (neutral, female, 50s, primary school teacher) Group 12

	Alternative gatekeepers

	Climate scientists
	Climate journalists
	Citizens

	And then again on the researcher side it will sometimes be appropriate that you should respond and do a fact check.  Climate scientist (male, professor) Group 11



	


	And, and, and our newspapers … as I understood it, was also part of the topic, well the media. They don’t inform about it. They don’t inform about data. They can show nice curves about stock prices and the oil price which rises, but to show data about how the climate has varied even just during the last 50,000 years or 800,000 years or half a billion years, that, that they cannot figure out and they don’t want to. It is not because we are not able to. Citizen (climate sceptic, male, 60s, geological consultant) Group 8


If a scientist is sitting privately and reading something which is nonsense in some newspaper, then he should contact the journalists and say that it is not right. Well, so in principle it should be the experts who do it, because the citizens do not know, do not have any foundation to, ehm, correct it. Citizen (neutral, male, 20s, engineer) Group 14



