[bookmark: _GoBack][bookmark: _mzobr1csvyp9]Appendix 8: Numerical breakdown of key themes in the existing literature  (Sorted by Count from highest to lowest)
	Author/Date
	Key themes in the existing literature?
	Count %

	(Johnsen and Lok 2008), (Cheng, Chiang et al. 2010), (Kalyanaraman, Penn et al. 2010), (Sulpizio, Committeri et al. 2015), (Adefila, Graham et al. 2016), (Kors, Ferri et al. 2016), (Camilleri, Montebello et al. 2017), (Muller, Kessel et al. 2017), (Schutte and Stilinović 2017), (Hamilton-Giachritsis, Banakou et al. 2018), (Ingram, Espelage et al. 2019), (Jütten. LH 2018), (Kang 2018), (Formosa, Morrison et al. 2018, (Stavroulia, Baka et al. 2018), (van Loon, Bailenson et al. 2018), (Weinel 2018), (Wijma, Veerbeek et al. 2018), (Buchman and Henderson 2019), (Slater, Hasson et al. 2019, (Stavroulia and Lanitis 2019), (Stavroulia 2019), (Stavroulia 2019), (Barbot and Kaufman 2020), (Barreda-Ángeles M, Aleix-Guillaume S et al. 2020), (Christofi, Michael-Grigoriou et al. 2020), (Kim, Jung et al. 2020), (Kors, Spek et al. 2020), (Misztal, Carbonell et al. 2020), (Mustapha. S and Razali. M M 2020), (Patané I, Lelgouarch A et al. 2020), (Roswell, Cogburn et al. 2020), (Tong, Gromala et al. 2020), (Campbell, Lugger et al. 2021), (Navarrete, Martínez-Sanchis et al. 2021), (Ventura, Cardenas et al. 2021)
	Papers that discussed the existing literature in a more supportive manner (i.e. VR’s potential as an empathy enhancement tool) 
	36 (81.82%)

	(Deladisma, Cohen et al. 2007), (McEvoy, Oyekoya et al. 2016), (Oh, Bailenson et al. 2016), (Bang and Yildirim), (Herrera, Bailenson et al. 2018), (Trinidad and Linsangan 2018), (MacDorman 2019), (Steinfeld 2020))
	Papers that discussed the existing literature in a more disputed and Indecisive manner
	8 (18.19%)

	
	[bookmark: _2s8eyo1]Papers that reported the complex and / or varied definition of empathy
	11 (25.00%)

	
	Relatability	
	7 (15.91%)

	
	Empathy definition inconsistency 
	11 (25.00%)

	
	Females reported as typically more empathetic 
	3 (6.82%)




