Highlights
· Co@N-PCNC/PMS system manifested superb congo red dye (CR) degradation performance.
· Sulfate radical was identified as the predominant reactive oxygen species for CRdegradation.
· Co@N-PCNC/PMS effectively works with the existence of common inorganic anions.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]The Co@N-PCNC catalyst displayed good operational stability.
