Supplementary Table 1 Top five species with unique OTUs abundance in both groups
	
	phylum
	class
	order
	family
	genus
	species

	MEC
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Fusobacteriota
	Fusobacteriia
	Fusobacteriales
	Leptotrichiaceae
	Leptotrichia
	Leptotrichia_sp._oral_taxon_215_str._W9775

	
	Proteobacteria
	Alphaproteobacteria
	unclassified_Alphaproteobacteria
	uncultured_soil_bacterium
	unclassified_Alphaproteobacteria
	unclassified_Alphaproteobacteria

	
	Firmicutes
	Clostridia
	Oscillospirales
	Hungateiclostridiaceae
	Fastidiosipila
	unclassified_Fastidiosipila

	
	Proteobacteria
	Gammaproteobacteria
	Burkholderiales
	Rhodocyclaceae
	Zoogloea
	Zoogloea_resiniphila

	
	Patescibacteria
	Saccharimonadia
	Saccharimonadales
	unclassified_Saccharimonadales
	unclassified_Saccharimonadales
	unclassified_Saccharimonadales

	CSOM
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Acidobacteriota
	Acidobacteriae
	Subgroup_2
	uncultured_soil_bacterium
	uncultured_soil_bacterium
	uncultured_soil_bacterium

	
	Planctomycetota
	Planctomycetes
	Isosphaerales
	Isosphaeraceae
	unclassified_Isosphaeraceae
	planctomycete_WY108

	
	Gemmatimonadota
	Longimicrobia
	Longimicrobiales
	Longimicrobiaceae
	YC_ZSS_LKJ147
	unclassified_YC_ZSS_LKJ147

	
	Firmicutes
	Bacilli
	Erysipelotrichales
	Erysipelotrichaceae
	unclassified_Erysipelotrichaceae
	unclassified_Erysipelotrichaceae

	
	Firmicutes
	Clostridia
	Oscillospirales
	Ruminococcaceae
	Subdoligranulum
	unclassified_Subdoligranulum


MEC: middle ear cholesteatoma
CSOM: chronic suppurative otitis media

