Supplementary table 1. Clinicopathological and methodological features of eligible studies.
	Author
	Reference
	Time
	Country
	Ethnicity
	Method
	Histology
	Vimentin -
	Vimentin +
	Vimentin -
	Vimentin +
	Cut-off

	Lymph node metastasis
	
	
	
	
	
	
	No
	Yes
	

	Jin
	7
	2010
	Japan
	Asians
	IHC
	EC
	20
	26
	13
	70
	0%

	Yuan
	1
	2012
	 China
	Asians
	IHC
	EC
	11
	17
	9
	3
	10%

	 Mirza
	8
	2014
	UK
	Caucasians
	IHC
	EC
	24
	5
	64
	11
	10%

	Pang
	2
	2014
	 China
	Asians
	IHC
	EC
	32
	14
	38
	16
	5%

	Tanaka
	9
	2014
	Japan
	Asians
	IHC
	EC
	32
	12
	58
	37
	10%

	LV
	10
	2017
	 China
	Asians
	IHC
	EC
	13
	3
	21
	21
	10%

	Liu
	3
	2019
	 China
	Asians
	IHC
	EC
	37
	18
	16
	29
	5%

	Li
	11
	2022
	 China
	Asians
	IHC
	EC
	53
	75
	16
	41
	10%

	Fu
	6
	2020
	 China
	Asians
	IHC
	EC
	29
	18
	21
	34
	0%

	Invasion of blood vessels
	
	
	
	
	
	
	No
	Yes
	

	Jin
	7
	2010
	Japan
	Asians
	IHC
	EC
	22
	47
	11
	49
	0%

	Tanaka
	9
	2014
	Japan
	Asians
	IHC
	EC
	40
	12
	50
	37
	10%

	LV
	10
	2017
	 China
	Asians
	IHC
	EC
	11
	3
	23
	21
	10%

	Liu
	3
	2019
	 China
	Asians
	IHC
	EC
	25
	4
	28
	43
	5%

	Invasion of lymph node
	
	
	
	
	
	
	No
	Yes
	

	Jin
	7
	2010
	Japan
	Asians
	IHC
	EC
	22
	38
	11
	58
	0%

	Pang
	2
	2014
	 China
	Asians
	IHC
	EC
	32
	14
	38
	16
	5%

	Tanaka
	9
	2014
	Japan
	Asians
	IHC
	EC
	60
	27
	30
	22
	10%

	Differentiation
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Poor
	Moderate or Well
	

	Pang
	2
	2014
	 China
	Asians
	IHC
	EC
	53
	21
	17
	9
	5%

	Liu
	3
	2019
	 China
	Asians
	IHC
	EC
	1
	2
	43
	30
	5%

	Tumor stage
	
	
	
	
	
	
	I-II
	I-IV
	

	Liu
	3
	2019
	 China
	Asians
	IHC
	EC
	45
	20
	8
	27
	5%

	Li
	11
	2022
	 China
	Asians
	IHC
	EC
	39
	46
	30
	70
	10%

	LV
	10
	2017
	 China
	Asians
	IHC
	EC
	13
	3
	21
	21
	10%

	Tanaka
	9
	2014
	Japan
	Asians
	IHC
	EC
	52
	21
	38
	28
	10%

	Pang
	2
	2014
	 China
	Asians
	IHC
	EC
	50
	25
	13
	12
	5%

	Han
	4
	2021
	 China
	Asians
	IHC
	EC
	36
	30
	8
	26
	None

	Fu
	6
	2020
	 China
	Asians
	IHC
	EC
	16
	24
	35
	30
	0%

	Gender
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Male
	Female
	

	Mirza
	8
	2014
	UK
	Caucasians
	IHC
	EC
	78
	10
	10
	6
	10%

	Tanaka
	9
	2014
	Japan
	Asians
	IHC
	EC
	85
	43
	5
	6
	10%

	Li
	11
	2022
	 China
	Asians
	IHC
	EC
	53
	76
	16
	40
	10%


IHC, immunohistochemistry; EC, esophagus cancer.





