	Sr. No.
	Characters
	Character state

	1. 
	Cuticle
	Transversally striated [0], Punctated [1]

	2. 
	Lateral field
	Smooth [0], Areolated [1]

	3. 
	Lateral lines
	Four [0], Six or more [1]

	4. 
	Lips
	Free [0], Fused [1]

	5. 
	Lips bases
	Not amalgamated [0], Amalgamated [1]

	6. 
	Stoma
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Tubular [0], Collapsed [1]

	7. 
	Pharyngeal collar
	≤ 50% [0], > 50% [1]

	8. 
	Metacorpal swellings
	Present [0], Absent [1]

	9. 
	Vulval lips
	Protruded [0], Not/ Slightly protruded [1]

	10. 
	Vulval flaps
	Present [0], Absent [1]

	11. 
	Sensilla at vulval region
	Absent [0], Present [1]

	12. 
	Posterior gonad
	Well-developed [0], Reduced [1]

	13. 
	ABD
	>25µm [0], upto 25µm [1]

	14. 
	Male
	Present [0], Absent [1]

	15. 
	Spicules length
	Absent/ ≤ 55 µm [0], >55 µm [1]

	16. 
	Spicule distal end 
	Crochet-shaped [0], Absent/Sharp/Blunt [1]

	17. 
	Bursa
	Leptoderan [0], Absent/ Peloderan [1]

	18. 
	Habitat
	Soil [0], Insects [1]

	19. 
	Mortality time (hours)
	No reports/ > 48h [0], ≤ 48h [1]


Table 2. Morphological-based characters and character states of the selected species of Oscheius Andrassy, 1976.

