Table 1. Patient characteristics and comparison between 4-arm groups
	
	MEP+AZA
group
	MEP alone
group
	AZA alone
group
	MEP/AZA-naïve
group
	

	
	n=9
	n=6
	n=4
	n=16
	p value

	Age, years, median (IQR)
	58 (40–71)
	52 (29–61)
	47 (33–52)
	55 (44–65)
	0.27

	Sex, female, n (%)
	7 (78%)
	4 (67%)
	2 (50%)
	12 (75%)
	0.81

	Diagnosed at our hospital, n (%)
	1 (11%)
	3 (50%)
	0 (0%)
	7 (44%)
	0.14

	Five-Factor Score 1996, median (IQR)
	1 (0–2)
	1 (0–2)
	0 (0–1)
	1 (0–2)
	0.56

	Five-Factor Score 2009, median (IQR)
	1 (0–2)
	0 (0–1)
	1(0–3)
	1 (0–2)
	0.71

	Cardiac involvement, n (%)
	3 (33%)
	0 (0%)
	2 (50%)
	5 (31%)
	0.31

	Gastrointestinal involvement, n (%)
	3 (33%)
	1 (17%)
	1 (25%)
	4 (25%)
	0.89

	Renal involvement, n (%)
	0 (0%)
	0 (0%)
	0 (0%)
	0 (0%)
	N/A

	ENT involvement, n (%)
	1 (11%)
	1 (17%)
	1 (25%)
	1 (6%)
	0.62

	Central nervous system involvement, n (%)
	0 (0%)
	0 (0%)
	1 (25%)
	1 (6%)
	0.40

	Age over 65 years, n (%)
	3 (33%)
	0 (0%)
	0 (0%)
	4 (25%)
	0.37

	Peripheral sensory neuropathy, n (%)
	6 (67%)
	6 (100%)
	4 (100%)
	15 (94%)
	0.17

	Peripheral motor neuropathy, n (%)
	3 (33%)
	1 (17%)
	2 (50%)
	7 (44%)
	0.70

	Peripheral eosinophil count at diagnosis, median (IQR)
	8448 (5111–21896)
	11846 (7995–13637)
	5529 (3243–7306)
	13221 (3668–18554)
	0.35

	Serum creatinine at diagnosis, mg/dL, median (IQR)
	0.64 (0.46–0.75)
	0.64 (0.36–0.86)
	0.55 (0.38–0.6)
	0.48 (0.46–0.83)
	0.85

	eGFR at diagnosis, median (IQR)
	74.3 (65.5–112.5)
	101 (73.7–155.7)
	107.2 (90.4–156.3)
	102.1 (78.8–107.2)
	0.43

	Serum CRP level, mg/dL, median (IQR)
	2.3 (1.3–7.9)
	1.8 (0.9–11.1)
	0.2 (0.1–2.4)
	2.9 (0.9–6.9)
	0.21

	Positivity of ANCA, n (%)
	3 (33%)
	2 (33%)
	0 (0%)
	5 (31%)
	0.75

	Disease duration, years, median (IQR)
	18 (16–21)
	14 (9–21)
	12 (5–19)
	12 (7–18)
	0.18

	BVAS at diagnosis, median (IQR)
	15 (12–21)
	16 (13–24)
	11 (10–14)
	14 (11–19)
	0.23

	VDI at last MEP treatment, median (IQR)
	2 (1–4)
	2 (1–4)
	2 (2–2)
	3 (2–3)
	0.21

	Remission induction therapy
	
	
	
	
	

	Steroid pulse therapy, n (%)
	7 (78%)
	4 (67%)
	2 (50%)
	14 (88%)
	0.34

	Maximum GC dosage, mg/day, median (IQR)
	55 (45–58)
	50 (43–58)
	50 (38–60)
	50 (40–60)
	0.95

	Use of IVCY, n (%)
	7 (78%)
	2 (33%)
	2 (50%)
	4 (25%)
	0.07

	Use of IVIG, n (%)
	4 (44%)
	3 (50%)
	2 (50%)
	8 (50%)
	0.37

	Remission maintenance therapy
	
	
	
	
	

	Use of MTX, n (%)
	0 (0%)
	1 (17%)
	0 (0%)
	3 (19%)
	0.48

	Peripheral eosinophil count at last MEP treatment, median (IQR)
	11 (0–53)
	298 (103–601)
	26 (15–78)
	145 (73–420)
	0.001*

	GC dosage of GC at last MEP treatment, mg/day, median (IQR)
	3 (0–4)
	4 (2–9)
	5 (3–7)
	7 (5–9)
	0.013*

	Peripheral eosinophil count at MEP initiation, median (IQR)
	429 (42–689)
	500 (500–500)
	431 (208–739)
	
	0.78

	GC dosage at MEP initiation, mg/day, median (IQR)
	5 (3–9)
	10 (10–10)
	9 (5–12)
	
	0.14

	Remission at last MEP treatment, n (%)
	7 (78%)
	2 (33%)
	2 (50%)
	2 (13%)
	0.006*


[bookmark: _Hlk134727798]ANCA, anti-neutrophil cytoplasmic antibody; AZA, azathioprine; BVAS, Birmingham Vasculitis Activity Score; CRP, C-reactive protein; ENT, ear, nose and throat; GC, glucocorticoid; IVCY, intravenous cyclophosphamide; IVIG, intravenous immunoglobulin; IQR, interquartile; MEP, mepolizumab; MTX, methotrexate; VDI, vasculitis damage index.
*p<0.05.
