Additional file 5	Item-to-item correlation analysis for a) Items 1–10, b) Items 11–20, and c) Items 21–29
a)
	Item
	Item 1
	Item 2
	Item 3
	Item 4
	Item 5
	Item 6
	Item 7
	Item 8
	Item 9
	Item 10

	MENQOL Vasomotor score

		Item 1: hot flushes or 	flashes
	–
	0.797
	0761
	0.375
	0.161
	0.226
	0.326
	0.145
	0.193
	0.165

		Item 2: night sweats
	
	–
	0.793
	0.380
	0.240
	0.278
	0.356
	0.233
	0.251
	0.228

		Item 3: sweating
	
	
	–
	0.411
	0.224
	0.276
	0.365
	0.243
	0.242
	0.232

	MENQOL Psychosocial score

		Item 4: dissatisfaction with 	personal life
	
	
	
	–
	0.629
	0.486
	0.626
	0.628
	0.502
	0.520

		Item 5: feeling anxious or 	nervous
	
	
	
	
	–
	0.522
	0.510
	0.670
	0.548
	0.539

		Item 6: poor memory
	
	
	
	
	
	–
	0.658
	0.493
	0.468
	0.416

		Item 7: accomplishing less 	than used to
	
	
	
	
	
	
	–
	0.595
	0.536
	0.536

		Item 8: feeling depressed, 	down or blue
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	–
	0.608
	0.650

		Item 9: being impatient 	with other people
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	–
	0.571

		Item 10: feelings of 	wanting to be alone
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	–





b)

	Item
	Item 11
	Item 12
	Item 13
	Item 14
	Item 15
	Item 16
	Item 17
	Item 18
	Item 19
	Item 20

	MENQOL Physical score

		Item 11: passing gas or 	gas pains
	–
	0.447
	0.405
	0.244
	0.392
	0.395
	0.374
	0.409
	0.403
	0.433

		Item 12: aching in muscles 	and joints
	
	–
	0.550
	0.383
	0.649
	0.600
	0.549
	0.544
	0.416 
	0.442

		Item 13: feeling tired or 	worn out
	
	
	–
	0.639
	0.537
	0.687
	0.753
	0.808
	0.470
	0.438

		Item 14: difficulty sleeping
	
	
	
	–
	0.456
	0.491
	0.570
	0.586
	0.347
	0.352

		Item 15: aches in back of 	neck or head
	
	
	
	
	–
	0.593
	0.545
	0.553
	0.454
	0.370

		Item 16: decrease in 	physical strength
	
	
	
	
	
	–
	0.818
	0.770
	0.516
	0.506

		Item 17: decrease in 	stamina
	
	
	
	
	
	
	–
	0.875
	0.499
	0.524

		Item 18: lack of energy
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	–
	0.483
	0.494

		Item 19: dry skin
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	–
	0.484

		Item 20: weight gain
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	–





c)
	Item
	Item 21
	Item 22
	Item 23
	Item 24
	Item 25
	Item 26
	Item 27
	Item 28
	Item 29

		Item 21: increased facial 	hair
	–
	0.641
	0.519
	0.370
	0.434
	0.345
	0.373
	0.309
	0.352

		Item 22: changes in 	appear/texture/tone   of skin
	
	–
	0.568
	0.361
	0.369
	0.311
	0.474
	0.393
	0.435

		Item 23: feeling bloated
	
	
	–
	0.486
	0.455
	0.360
	0.464
	0.305
	0.431

		Item 24: low backache
	
	
	
	–
	0.435
	0.355
	0.354
	0.260
	0.375

		Item 25: frequent urination
	
	
	
	
	–
	0.500
	0.336
	0.306
	0.331

		Item 26: involuntary 	urination when 	laugh/cough
	
	
	
	
	
	–
	0.322
	0.302
	0.320

		Item 27: decrease in 	sexual desire
	
	
	
	
	
	
	–
	0.712
	0.839

	MENQOL Sexual score

		Item 28: vaginal dryness
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	–
	0.666

		Item 29: avoiding intimacy
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	–


Polychoric correlation coefficients are shown. Shaded cells indicate item-to-item correlations < 0.40 within the MENQOL domain
MENQOL Menopause-Specific Quality of Life questionnaire


